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Public Information Meeting #3 Summary – March 11, 2009 
Elgin O’Hare – West Bypass  

 

The third public meeting for the Elgin O’Hare – West Bypass project was held on March 11, 
2009.  The meeting was an open-house format, a PowerPoint presentation providing an 
overview of the study was played continuously in a nearby room.  The meeting was held at 
the Belvedere Banquets in Elk Grove Village, Illinois from 4:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.  A total of 
574 people attended based on the meeting sign-in sheets.  Personnel from the Illinois 
Department of Transportation (IDOT) and their consultants were present to answer 
questions and receive comments about the project.  A court reporter was also present and 
available to record verbal comments for the project record.  In addition to the summary 
presentation, attendees received a packet of information summarizing the 7 remaining 
alternatives and a comment form, the attendees also had an opportunity to study and 
discuss the project exhibits with project staff.  These materials can be found in Section 3. 

The purpose of the meeting was to update the status of the Elgin O’Hare – West Bypass 
Project, and to present the most current information about roadway and transit alternatives.  
The seven alternatives and four south connection options were presented with their 
potential impacts to the surrounding area. 

A series of boards on easels were displayed along the outside of the room.  Introductory 
boards showed the expanded study area as well as the two tiered planning process for the 
project.  Roadway boards displayed each of the 7 finalist roadway alternatives and their 
associated environmental impacts and well as a summary of the impacts of each of the 
alternatives.  In addition to the 7 alternatives, the 4 south connection options were also 
displayed and a summary board showed the impacts specific to each south connection 
option.  Transit boards displayed the transit alternative screening process and the current 
transit alternatives.  In the center of the room, nine foot exhibits were displayed on banquet 
tables and focused more closely on the specific variations in the alternatives.  

The meeting was publicized through advertisements in newspapers, on various 
municipality websites, and in a newsletter.  Over 700 newsletters were mailed to individual 
public officials, organizations, local community residents, and citizens.  An advertisement 
appeared in the Daily Herald on February 17 and again on March 3, 2009.  There were also 
articles or calendar items in the Daily Herald and the Chicago Tribune. 

Articles were also written after the public meeting took place.  Articles appeared in the 
Franklin Park Harold-Journal and the Business Ledger.  Copies of those articles are included 
in Section 4 of this document.   

While the public meeting was taking place, Elk Grove Village held a rally outside of 
Belvedere Banquets.  After the rally, wheel-barrels were filled with over 38,000 signed 
comment cards in support of Alternative 203 with south connection Option D and 
participants wheeled bags filled with the signed comment cards into the public meeting.  
Craig B. Johnson, the mayor of Elk Grove Village presented the comments to Pete Harmet of 
IDOT.  Then the rally participants viewed the information displayed at the public meeting.  
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USE OR DISCLOSURE OF DATA CONTAINED ON THIS SHEET IS SUBJECT TO 

THE RESTRICTION ON THE TITLE PAGE OF THIS PROPOSAL. 

Over 38,500 (38,415 EGV + 293 additional) written comments were received: over 38,000 
using Elk Grove Village comment forms, 199 using Bensenville comment forms, 84 using 
comment forms distributed at the meeting, 7 Standard Letters, 2 via email and one 
proclamation.  Those comments are included in Section 5 of this document.  15 verbal 
comments were also compiled by the court reporter (see Section 5A).   

The majority of the comments received on the standard Elk Grove Village and Bensenville 
comment forms had only a signature agreeing that Alternative 203, Option D was there 
preference for the project.  Many of the remaining comments on Elk Grove Village and 
Bensenville comment forms reiterated the Alternative 203, Option D preference or another 
part of the form letter.  The remaining comments received on Elk Grove Village, Bensenville, 
or the public meeting comment forms followed these general themes: concerns about impact 
to community, preferring option D, preferring Alternative 203, against Option A, desire to 
use airport property for the roadway, concerns about the project cost, against using IL83 in 
anyway, and concerns of specific property impacts.  In general, the following design/traffic 
issues were included in the comments: concerns about the intersection of Irving Park & York 
Rd, desire for sound barriers at the I-290 & Thorndale Rd interchange, concerns about the 
noise impacts to residences. 

A summary of public comments received will be posted to the project website: 
www.elginohare-westbypass.org.  IDOT responses to these comments will be added to this 
document in the future as an addendum.   

 

http://www.elginohare-westbypass.org/�










































































Comment Form
Do you have comments? Please fill out this sheet and mail it back to us by March 25, 2009.

______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________
 Name: __________________________________________________

 Address: ________________________________________________ 

                ________________________________________________               

 Phone: _________________________________________________

I (do  do not  ) desire a response.

Would you like your name added to 
our project mailing list?
Yes  No 
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Introductory Video
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Welcome to the
Elgin O’Hare – West Bypass
Public Information Meeting

ELGIN O'HARE
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Comments
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Court Reporter
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Thank you for attending the
Elgin O'Hare - West Bypass

Public Meeting
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communit ies .  opportunit ies .  solut ions.



X X X X X X X X X X X X

X X X X X X X X X X X X

X X X X X X X X X X X X

X X X X X X X X X X X X

X X X X X X X X X X X X

X X X X X X X X X X X X

X X X X X X X X X X X X

X X X X X X X X X X X X

X X X X X X X X X X X X

X X X X X X X X X X X X

Screen

In
tro

R
oa

dw
ay

South Transit

Entrance Exit

C
ourt 

R
eporter

Comment
Table

Comment
Table

York A
rterial

(Alt 402)

N
orth B

ypass
(Alt 203, 404)

IL 83 Arterial
(Alt 401,403,501)

IL 83 Freew
ay

(Alt 202)

Elgin O’Hare Ext
(all but 501)

Elgin O’Hare Ext
(Alt 501)

Elgin O’Hare Widen
West of I-290 (All)

South C
onnection

(Alt 202,203,
401, 402,403)

Irving Park
(Alt 501)

South C
onnection

(Alt 202,203,
401, 402,403)

York/Elmhurst and
North Connection Station

E-O Widening
Station

IL 83
Station

E-O Extension
Station

South
Station

Registration

Note:  Yellow boards are room diagrams

YOU ARE 
HERE



BIKELANE

TIER ONE
 

 IDENTIFY TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM 
ALTERNATIVE(S)

TIER TWO
CONDUCT PRELIMINARY ENGINEERING/ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES

FOR INDIVIDUAL PROJECTS (VARIOUS AGENCIES)

Project A Project CProject B

2007 - 2010

2010 - 2013

TB022009001MKE EOHB_Tiered_Process_Stakeholders_bd_v13.ai  2-23-09 sls

The Planning Process – Two Parts 

Tier One Outcomes

h Preferred System Concept Plan-

 All Modes

 • Alternatives Evaluation

 • Tier One Environmental Impact
  Statement (EIS)

h Financing Strategies

h Priorities for Implementation in EIS

h Basis for Hardship/Protective 
 ROW Acquisition

h Potential Advance Projects -

 $140m Earmark

Tier Two Outcomes

h Detailed Phase I Planning - 
 Priority Projects

 • EIS or Environmental Assesment (EA) 
  Design Report 

h Design Report, EIS or EA

h Detailed Financial Plan

h Basis for Contract Plan Preparation 
 and Full ROW Acquistion



Expanded Study Area Map

TB022009001MKE EOHB_Study_Map_Board_v6.ai  2-23-09 sls

h Finalist roadway 
 alternatives result in some  
 trip redistribution
h Traffic modeling showed 
 that existing Elgin-O’Hare
 Expressway influences
 traffic to Gary Avenue
h Study area boundary 
 extended due to travel     
 changes



 Remaining Finalist Roadway
System Alternatives Key Map

202 501401 403

203 402 404

System
Expansion Combination



Example Transit Stations

0 100 200 FT

Example High Capacity Transit Station

Example Intermodal Station with Bicycle/Pedestrian Accommodations
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Project Timeline

TB022009001MKE EOHB_Project_Timeline_v10.ai  2-13-09 mjl

Identify Issues and
Constraints

Environmental
Study and Impact

Analysis

Tier One
Environmental

Impact Statement

Next Steps:

We Are Here

h Identification of Finalist System Build Alternatives

 • Roadway improvements

 •  West Bypass connections

 • Transit, bike/pedestrians, and transit management strategy

h Development of Draft EIS
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Thank you for attending tonight’s third Public Informational Meeting for the Elgin 
O’Hare – West Bypass project. 

2007
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2010

2013
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The IL Dept of Transportation's EOWB project began in the Fall of 2007, and is 
being advanced in two parts, or tiers. Tier one will include preparation of an 
Environmental Impact Statement identifying a preferred multi modal transportation 
system alternative (essentially a master plan). Tier One is expected to be 
completed by the fall of 2010. Tier Two would involve detailed engineering and 
environmental studies, as well as public involvement for priority sections of the 
preferred system alternative identified in Tier One. Tier Two would be completed by 
2013.
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• Preferred concept plan (all modes)

• Thorough evaluation of system alternatives

• Environmental Impact Statement summarizing Tier One study

• General financing strategies

• Priorities for construction

• Basis for acquiring ROW

• Basis for identifying advance projects using the current $140 M earmark

The results of tier one include:

· A preferred concept plan for all modes, including roadway, transit, 
bicyclists, and pedestrians

· A thorough evaluation of system alternatives

· An Environmental Impact Statement that summarizes the overall Tier 
One study efforts

· General Financing strategies

· A set of priorities for constructing sections of the preferred 
system alternative

· A basis for acquiring ROW, and

· A basis for identifying a series of smaller advance projects using the 
current $140 M federal earmark from the US Congress.
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• Detailed environmental and engineering studies

• Design report, and EAs or EISs as required

• Detailed financial plan

• Basis for proceeding to contract plan preparation/full ROW 
acquisition

The results of Tier Two include

· Detailed Environmental and engineering studies for the preferred 
improvements

· An engineering report, called a design report, as well as environmental 
reports such as an Environmental Assessment or EIS.

· A detailed financial plan, and 

· A basis for proceeding to contract plan preparation and full ROW 
acquisition
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Originally, the project study area was bounded by I-90 on the north, I-290 on the 
west and south, and I-294 on the east:  covering approximately 100 square miles.  
As we began to develop and analyze roadway alternatives, it became apparent that 
changes in the transportation network in this region had effects in an area west of 
the study area.  As such, in the fall of 2008, the study area was expanded to include 
the existing Elgin O’Hare Expressway to US 20/Lake Street as well as other 
adjoining roadways west of I-290, as shown. 

6

“Involve
Stakeholders

early and often”
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Our top priority continues to be engaging stakeholders – those people affected by 
the project – in defining an optimal multi-modal transportation alternative. There 
are a number of opportunities to get involved in the project, including:  newsletters, 
the project website, public meetings, comment forms & mailing lists, workshops, 
speakers’ bureau and working groups. 
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• Meeting Objectives:
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• What We Heard:
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Many stakeholders and interested persons attended our last Public Meeting in 
September 2008.  More than 250 people took this opportunity to visit with IDOT and 
project team staff and provide feedback on the project alternatives.  Attendees 
shared concerns about impacts, expressed support for bike, pedestrian and transit 
initiatives, and expressed their preferences for the remaining roadway and transit 
system alternatives. 
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System 
Expansion

Combination
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We used this input, along with our technical analysis to further evaluate the 
remaining 7 roadway alternatives and complementary transit improvements carried 
forward.  This meeting will focus on the results of that evaluation. 
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• Travel Performance

• Costs

• Socioeconomic Impacts

• Environmental Impacts

Evaluation of the 7 roadway system alternatives considered the relative travel 
performance, initial costs, socioeconomic impacts, and environmental impacts of 
each.
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Examples

• Elgin-O’Hare 
Expressway

• Higgins Road

• Wood Dale 
Road

• Meacham 
Road
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Each roadway system alternative also now includes a variety of supporting 
improvements to various existing roadways in the study area. These 
supporting improvements are related to changes in traffic on surrounding 
roadways caused by each of the roadway alternatives. Therefore, increasing 
the capacity of some adjacent roadways is being included as part of the 
roadway alternatives, and any effects of impacts associated with these 
improvements are included in the most recent evaluation. Examples include 
the existing EO, Higgins Road, Wood Dale Road and Meacham Road. Actual 
supporting improvements vary by alternative.
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Evaluation of the 7 alternatives has considered a number of travel performance 
measures. Each of the 7 were compared to the project baseline or “no build”
alternative. Some travel performance highlights include:

-Overall congestion relief improved from  4-13% over the no build condition

-Congestion relief on secondary roads ranged from a 16-20% improvement

-Travel time savings to the west side of O’Hare had a 31 -41 % improvement

-Areas with improved interstate access ranged from 49 to 59 additional 
square miles over the baseline

While all of the alternatives result in improvements over the 2030 baseline or 
“no build” travel performance;  generally speaking, alternatives that included 
more expanded freeway elements had the best performance.
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The environmental and socioeconomic impacts of each alternative were also 
considered.  In this primarily urban area there are concentrations natural 
resources such as parks and other designated lands as well as potential 
archeological sites along IL 83 south of Thorndale.  As this section of IL 83  is 
an element of alternatives 403, 404, and 501 they feature higher impacts to 
those resources.
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One social impact differentiator among the alternatives is the number of 
displacements. The highest displacements are associated with Alternatives 
202, 403, 404, and 501 primarily due to impacts along IL 83. For Alternatives 
403, 404, and 501 the majority of the displacements are residential; whereas 
the highest commercial and industrial displacements are associated 
Alternative 202.
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202: $3.3B

203: $3.6B

401: $2.6B

402: $2.5B

403: $3.0B

404: $3.2B

501: $2.1B
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Preliminary estimates indicate that costs for the remaining alternatives range from 
approximately $2.1 billion to $3.6 billion. The cost estimates include both right-of-
way and initial construction costs.  Alternative 203, has the highest estimated cost 
due to the fact that it features the most new roadway resulting in higher ROW 
and construction costs. Alternative 501 has the lowest estimated cost as it 
consists primarily of improvements to existing roadways and features 
considerably less freeway expansion. 
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At the last meeting, we also shared with you potential connection locations for the IL 
83 Freeway option as well as O’Hare Bypass north and south connection locations. 
Since then we have completed our initial evaluation of the locations and have been 
able to eliminate some of the initial connections from further consideration. 
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At the IL 83 Freeway/I-90 location, which is associated with Alternative 202, 2 
corridor connection options were developed (Options A and B).  Option B has 
been carried forward as it has proportionately lower construction cost, lower 
employee displacement, and lower tax revenue losses than Option A. 



�����������������������������


�������)��������)��������)��������)� ��������
���*�������������
���*�������������
���*�������������
���*�����
.���������.���������.���������.���������

For the O’Hare West Bypass north connection to I-90 in the vicinity of 
Elmhurst/York Road – which is associated with Alternatives 203 and 404 -- five 
options (A, B, C, D, E) were developed.  Option D has been carried forward as it 
offers full access between I-90 and the Bypass, a full interchange at I-90 at 
Elmhurst/York Road, and has relatively lower wetlands impacts, 
displacements, and tax base losses.  
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Five of the seven system alternatives feature the O’Hare West Bypass south 
connection to I-294.  Seven (7) different connection options were developed 
(Options A, B, C, D, E, F, and G). At this point, Options A-D have been carried 
forward as they avoid major impacts to the Bensenville Yard, and conflicts with 
O’Hare runway operations that would occur with options E, F and G.

Option A is along the west side of County Line Road

Option B is along the west side of the Union Pacific Railroad Tracks

Option C is on top of the Union Pacific Railroad Tracks, and

Option D is along the east side of the Union Pacific Railroad Tracks

We continue to refine and evaluate these four options; the best option(s) will be 
carried forward for more detailed evaluation as part of the Finalist Build 
Alternative(s).
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• Ability to improve 
travel/service

• Ability to improve 
west O’Hare Access

• Compatibility with 
surroundings

• Implementation 

horizon
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At the last meeting, we also shared the Initial Transit System Strategies that were 
developed to address major transit service gaps in both rail and bus transit. 

Since that time, the alternatives have undergone two rounds of screening to 
consider their:

Ability to improve Travel/Service

Ability to improve West O’Hare Access

Compatibility with surroundings

Implementation Horizon (that they can be implemented in a maximum 30 year 
timeframe)
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Based on this analysis and extensive coordination with local transit providers, 13
transit elements remain under consideration and will advance to level 3 screening.  
These include expanded local bus circulators, dedicated right-of-way 
elements such as rail lines or Bus Rapid Transit lines where specific lanes of 
traffic or other space is devoted exclusively to bus traffic, high level bus 
service such as express routes or arterial rapid transit service in which 
vehicles are given advantages such as signal priority and queue-jumping at 
intersections; and multiple major multimodal centers linking the various 
transit modes.  
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In addition to roadway and transit components, the finalist build alternative(s) will 
incorporate transportation management strategies and include improvements to 
bicycle/pedestrian facilities.
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• Removing barriers that prevent free 
movement of bike/pedestrian traffic

• Creating overpasses (bike bridges)

• Designing transit stations to maximize 
bike/ped compatibility 
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• Making bike exchange facilities 
available at major transit stations

At a workshop held in December 2008, the Corridor Planning Group and Task 
Force representatives were asked to help define complimentary bicycle and 
pedestrian facilities. 

Many representatives focused on the need to make all proposed roadway and 
transit alternatives more compatible with bike/pedestrian traffic. Specific 
suggestions included: removing barriers that prevented bike/pedestrian traffic from 
moving freely through the area; creating overpasses (bike bridges); designing transit 
stations to maximize bike/ped compatibility including providing parking for bikes at 
stations; and providing designated rail cars for bikes.  The idea of making bike 
exchange facilities available at major transit stations was also recommended. 
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The final element that will be incorporated into the finalist system build alternative(s) 
is transportation management.  These include system strategies such as traffic 
signal coordination and incident management techniques as well as demand 
management strategies such as car and van-pooling.  The project team will identify 
and evaluate the effectiveness of these elements and incorporate them into the 
finalist alternatives that will be evaluated in the Draft Environmental Impact 
Statement or Draft EIS. 
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2007 2008 2009 2010

Draft Environmental Impact 
Statement (DEIS)

Public Hearing

Final Environmental 
Impact Statement 
(FEIS)

Record of
Decision

We are here
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Following tonight’s meeting, your feedback will be considered -- along with the 
results of our technical analysis -- to determine which alternatives will be carried 
forward for detailed consideration in the Draft EIS. At that time, the roadway 
system alternatives will be combined with supporting transit, bike/ped, and 
transportation management elements to form complete multi-modal Finalist System 
Build Alternatives. The project team will then evaluate these remaining alternatives 
and present analysis findings in the Draft Tier One Environmental Impact Statement 
(EIS). Following the publication of the Draft EIS, IDOT will hold a Public Hearing to 
share the results of the analysis and get additional input from the public. The end 
result of the alternatives evaluation process is identification of the Preferred System 
Build Alternative(s) which will be presented in the Final Tier One EIS.  Our project 
will conclude with the record of Decision which will represent the end of the 
Tier One planning process. 
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• Verbal comments

• Written comment forms – postmarked by 
March 25, 2009

• Website:  www.elginohare-westbypass.org

• Project Questions:
Ron Krall
IDOT Project Manager 
(847) 705-4103

At every step of the alternatives development and evaluation process, we value 
your input.  There are comment forms available here at this meeting as well as on 
the project website.  Please fill out a comment forms and place it in the comment 
boxes located in the exhibit room tonight or mail your comment to IDOT by March 
25, 2009.

26

%�
�8���������
����,���9%�
�8���������
����,���9%�
�8���������
����,���9%�
�8���������
����,���9

Please visit the exhibit room,

meet with project team members

and give your comments.

Mailed comments should be received

by March 25, 2009.

Thank you for attending tonight’s meeting.  We now invite you to exit the screening 
room, and go view the project materials on display in the exhibit room.  IDOT and 
project staff will be on hand to answer any questions you may have. 
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Associated Press

LAS VEGAS — Nevada gam-
bling regulators have warned casi-
nos about a card-counting pro-
gram for Apple’s iPhone and iPod 
Touch that can illegally help play-
ers beat the house in blackjack.

Card counting by players is 
not illegal in Nevada but using a 
device to count cards is consid-
ered a felony.

Th e Nevada Gaming Con-
trol Board warned casinos of the 

program last week.
Nevada learned of the program 

from California gambling regula-
tors who said offi  cials at an Indian 
casino found customers using it.

But board member Randy Sayre 
says the agency hasn’t received 
any reports of the program being 
used in Nevada.

Card counting can help black-
jack players determine when they 
are likely to win a hand and should 
adjust their bets.
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Big
Picture

Where in 
the world?
U.S. missile strikes 
kill dozens in the 
Kurram tribal region 
of Pakistan. Pakistan 
offi cials have called a 
truce with the Taliban 
insurgents in an effort 
to curb violence.

The crash of Flight 3407

“We feel it’s a miracle that 
more houses weren’t destroyed 

and more people killed.”
Ora Ganschow, who lives four 

blocks down from the crash site of 
Flight 3407

“It would not have mattered if 
Chuck Yeager and Neil Armstrong were 

fl ying the plane; there wouldn’t have 
been a different outcome.”

Kirk Koenig, president of Expert 
Aviation Consulting of Indianapolis and 

a former commercial pilot

Associated Press

LOGAR PROVINCE, Afghan-
istan  — Close to 3,000 Amer-
ican soldiers who recently 
arrived in Afghanistan to 
secure two violent provinces 
near Kabul have begun oper-
ations in the fi eld and already 
are seeing combat, the unit’s 
spokesman said Monday.

Th e new troops are the fi rst 
wave of an expected surge of 
reinforcements this year. Th e 
process began to take shape 
under President George Bush 
but has been given impetus 
by President Barack Obama’s 
call for an increased focus on 
Afghanistan.

U.S. commanders have been 
contemplating sending up to 
30,000 more soldiers to bolster 
the 33,000 already here, but the 
new administration is expected 
to initially approve only a por-
tion of that amount. White 
House press secretary Robert 
Gibbs said Monday the presi-
dent would decide soon.

Th e new unit — the 3rd Bri-
gade Combat Team of the 10th 
Mountain Division — moved 
into Logar and Wardak prov-
inces last month, and the sol-
diers from Fort Drum, N.Y., 
are now stationed in com-
bat outposts throughout the 
provinces.

Militants have attacked sev-
eral patrols with rifl es and 
rocket-propelled grenades, 
including one ambush by 30 
insurgents, Lt. Col. Steve Oster-
hozer, the brigade spokesman, 
said.

Several roadside bombs 
also have exploded next to the 

unit’s MRAPs — mine-resis-
tance patrol vehicles — but 
caused no casualties, he said.

“In every case our vehicles 
returned with overwhelm-
ing fi re,” Osterhozer said. “We 

have not suff ered anything 
more than a few bruises, while 
several insurgents have been 
killed.”

Commanders are in the 
planning stages of larger scale 

operations expected to be 
launched in the coming weeks.

Militant activity has spiked in 
Logar and Wardak over the last 
year as the resurgent Taliban 
has spread north toward Kabul 
from its traditional south-
ern power base. Residents say 
insurgents roam wide swaths 
of Wardak, a mountainous 
province whose capital is about 
35 miles from Kabul.

Th e region has been cov-
ered in snow recently, but Col. 
David B. Haight, commander 
of the 3rd Brigade, said last 
week that he expects contact 
with insurgents to increase 
soon.

“Th e weather has made it so 
the enemy activity is somewhat 
decreased right now, and I 
expect it to increase in the next 
two to three months,” Haight 
said at a news conference.

Haight said he believes the 
increase of militant activity in 
the two provinces is not ideo-
logically based but stems from 
poor Afghans being enticed 
into fi ghting by their need for 
money. Quoting the governor 
of Logar, the colonel called it 
an “economic war.”

Afghan offi  cials “don’t 
believe it’s hardcore al-Qaida 
operatives that you’re never 
going to convert anyway,” 
Haight said. “Th ey believe that 
it’s the guys who say, ‘Hey you 
want $100 to shoot an RPG at a 
Humvee when it goes by,’ and 
the guy says, ‘Yeah I’ll do that, 
because I’ve got to feed my 
family.”’

Still, Haight said there are 
hardcore fi ghters in the region.

 Surge under way in Afghanistan

Associated Press

WASHINGTON  — As Pres-
ident Barack Obama pre-
pares to send troops to war for 
the fi rst time as commander 
in chief, a new report says a 
“game-changing” strategy is 
urgently needed in Afghani-
stan to save the faltering inter-
national campaign.

“All is not lost in Afghani-
stan,” RAND Corp. experts 
said in a paper being released 
Tuesday by the congressionally 
funded United States Institute 
of Peace.

“But urgent measures — 
what might be called ‘game-
changing steps’ — are now 
needed to stem an increas-
ingly violent insurgency,” said 
authors Seth G. Jones and C. 
Christine Fair.

Obama has been review-
ing several options for a troop 
build up that he and com-
manders want in Afghani-
stan. Defense Secretary Robert 
Gates is to sign troop deploy-
ment orders after he gets a nod 
from Obama.

Th e new think tank report 
adds to the growing consen-
sus among offi  cials and private 
analysts that sending more 

troops to the now 7-year-old 
war will mean little without a 
new strategy.

It faults international donors 
for not delivering all the aid 
promised. It says strategies are 
splintered and some eff orts 
have been counter productive 
because nations working there 
don’t even agree on whether 
the biggest threat is al-Qaida, 
the skyrocketing drug trade, or 
other issues.

Th e report says eff orts to 
build a police force have been 
disappointing, and that work to 
disarm former combatants and 
militias is “all but moribund.” 
It notes that U.S. intelligence 
indicates Afghan offi  cials are 
involved in the drug trade; traf-
fi ckers have bought off  hun-
dreds of police chiefs, judges 
and offi  cials, and it suggests 
the immediate fi ring of corrupt 
offi  cials.

“Th e United States and its 
international allies must re-
examine their core objectives 
in Afghanistan,” it said, adding 
that the fi rst priority must be 
stopping the use of Afghani-
stan and neighboring Pakistan 
as a base for terrorist groups 
like al-Qaida and the Taliban.

Report: New strategy urgent

Associated Press

CLARENCE, N.Y. — Investi-
gators on Monday scrutinized 
the pilot’s actions in the fi nal 
moments of Flight 3407 and 
tried to determine whether 
anything on the airplane broke 
mid-fl ight, while families of 
the victims placed roses at the 
crash site.

After a seemingly routine 
fl ight, the airplane endured 
a 26-second plunge before 
smashing into a house in icy 
weather about six miles from 
Buff alo Niagara International 
Airport on Th ursday night, kill-
ing 49 people on the plane and 
one on the ground.

Th ough ice has emerged 
as a possible factor, the cause 
has remained elusive in part 
because there was no distress 
call from the pilot, no mechan-
ical failure has been identifi ed 
and the plane was so severely 
damaged.

Shortly before the crash, the 

crew notifi ed air traffi  c con-
trollers that there was signifi -
cant ice buildup on the wind-
shield and wings even though 
they had turned on the plane’s 
de-icing system 11 minutes 
after leaving Newark, N.J.

National Transportation 
Safety Board member Steve 
Chealander drew attention to 
the crew’s actions when he said 
Sunday that the pilot appeared 
to ignore recommendations 
by the NTSB and his employer 
that the autopilot be turned off  
in icy conditions. Th e autopi-
lot remained on until an auto-
matic system warned that a 
stall could occur, pushed the 
pilot’s yoke forward and shut 
the autopilot off .

Chealander acknowledged 
that it was possible that the 
pilot overreacted by yanking 
the yoke back, further destabi-
lizing the plane, but he said that 
was one of an almost unlimited 
number of possibilities.

Pilot’s actions probed

A S S O C I A T E D  P R E S S

Flowers are left by family members of the victims of a plane 
crash at the scene of the crash site of Continental Connection 
Flight 3407 in Clarence Center, N.Y., Monday.

Beating the house with iPhones?
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The world
West Bank plans stir ire: 
EFRAT, West Bank — Plans 
to expand a West Bank settle-
ment by up to 2,500 homes 
drew Palestinian condemna-
tion Monday and presented 
an early test for President 
Barack Obama, whose Mid-
east envoy is well known for 
opposing such construction.
Israel opened the way for pos-
sible expansion of the Efrat 
settlement by taking control 
of a nearby West Bank hill of 
423 acres. Th e rocky plot was 
recently designated state land 
and is part of a master plan 
that envisions the settlement 
growing from 9,000 to 30,000 
residents, Efrat Mayor Oded 
Revivi said.

No Gitmo detainees here: 
ROME — Italy will not accept 
any Guantanamo Bay de-
tainees when the U.S. prison 
shuts down, a close ally of 
Premier Silvio Berlusconi said 
Monday after meeting with 
U.S. House Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi. Gianfranco Fini, the 
speaker of Italy’s Chamber 
of Deputies, said he knew of 
no Italian citizens at Guan-
tanamo. People can be held in 
Italian prisons only after they 
are sentenced by the Italian 
judiciary or countries with 

which Rome has a bilateral 
agreement, he said.

Submarines collide: 
LONDON — Nuclear subma-
rines from Britain and France 
collided deep in the Atlantic 
Ocean this month, authori-
ties said Monday in the fi rst 
acknowledgment of a highly 
unusual accident that one 
expert called the gravest in 
nearly two decades. Offi  -
cials said the low-speed crash 
did not damage the vessels’ 
nuclear reactors or missiles 
or cause radiation to leak. But 
anti-nuclear groups said it was 
still a frightening reminder of 
the risks.

The nation
Obama troop decision in days: 
WASHINGTON — President 
Barack Obama’s chief spokes-
man said Monday that he will 
make a decision “within days, 
not weeks,” on how many 
additional troops to send 
to Afghanistan, and when. 
White House press secretary 
Robert Gibbs made the obser-
vation in a chat with reporters 
Monday aboard Air Force 
One as Obama and his family 
fl ew back to the Washington 
area after a long weekend in 
his hometown of Chicago.

Phelps won’t be charged: 
COLUMBIA, S.C. — A South 
Carolina sheriff  said Monday 
he was not going to charge 
swimmer Michael Phelps af-
ter a photo of the 14-time gold 
medalist showed him smok-
ing from a marijuana pipe.
Richland County Sheriff  Leon 
Lott said he couldn’t ignore 
the photo but defended his 
investigation. “Michael Phelps 
is truly an American hero ... 
but even with his star status, 
he is still obligated to obey the 
laws of our state,” Lott said.

Twitter’s bottom line tweak:
SAN FRANCISCO — Twit-
ter Inc. intends to start test-
ing ways to make money this 
spring. Th e nearly 3-year-old 
service is trying to make the 
leap from intriguing fad to 
sustainable business with its
6 million users. See Business.

Octuplets grandma speaks up:
LOS ANGELES — Th e mother 
of the Nadya Suleman, who 
used a fertility doctor to give 
birth to octuplets, sounded a 
conciliatory note toward her 
daughter in a TV interview 
posted online Monday. In an 
interview on CBS’s “Th e Early 
Show” posted on the net-
work’s Web site, Angela Sule-
man said her anger subsided 
after she saw the babies.

World and nation in 60 seconds

• Want to subscribe? Missing a paper? 
Call (847) 427-4333 by 9 a.m. or go 
to dailyherald.com and click on 
Customer Services.
• Send tips to news@dailyherald.com.

Contact usIndex
Comics, Horoscope Sec 5
Editorials                   1-8
Help Wanted              6-1
Lottery 1-10

Movies 5-5
Obituaries 4-3
Puzzles  Sec 5
Weather Sec 4

The Illinois Department of Transportation is holding a Public

Informational Meeting for the Elgin O’Hare –West Bypass study.

The study is considering the potential extension of the Elgin-

O’Hare Expressway east of IL 53/I-290, adding capacity to the

existing Elgin O’Hare Expressway, and a potential new western

bypass of O’Hare �irport, along with consideration of arterial

improvements, transit upgrades, and bike and pedestrian

features.

This meeting is an opportunity for you to review and comment on

the roadway and transit options that have been refined and

further evaluated since our last public meeting. The meeting will

be an open-house format that you can attend any time between 4

p.m. and 8 p.m. For more information, please visit our web site at

www.elginohare-westbypass.org.

This meeting will be accessible to handicapped individuals.

�nyone needing special assistance should contact Ron Krall at

(847)705-4103. Persons planning to attend who will need a sign

language interpreter or other similar accommodations should

notify the Department’s TTY/TDD number (800)526-0844/or 711;

TTY Users (Spanish) (800)501-0864/711; and for Telebraille dial

(877)526-6670 at least 5 days prior to the meeting.

March 11, 2009

4:00 – 8:00 p.m.

Belvedere Banquets

1170 W. Devon �venue

Elk Grove Village, Illinois
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Local
Focus

Most read stories
As of 4 p.m. Monday

• One killed in crash near Bartlett High 
• Missing Naperville child found safe 
• Photo gallery: State cheerleading fi nals 
• Experts don’t expect Cubs’ Lee to rebound 
• Daily Herald’s Photos of the Week 
Check out dailyherald.com for today’s top stories.

dhToday’s quote
It’s a funding issue more than anything. We’re trying to do 
the best we can. It’s not like we can’t answer the phone. But 

so many people are asking for help with the basics.”
Phyllis DeMott, executive director of Lake County’s A Safe Place, where 

calls to the crisis line are up and staffi ng is down“
By Eric Peterson
epeterson@dailyherald.com

Th e contest for Deer Park 
village president, between 
incumbent President Scott 
Giff ord and Trustee Bob 
Kellermann, is less about dif-
ferent perspectives on a prob-
lem and more about how well 
things are running already.

Kellermann sees problems 
— no less than he did when 
elected to the board two years 
ago.

He believes the money the 
village has spent on the pur-
chase and refurbishment of 
the Vehe Farm as both vil-
lage hall and community cen-
ter has been a drain on other, 
more necessary services like 

road maintenance.
Kellermann would like the 

village to move away from the 
defi cit spending he says has 
been the practice for the past 
seven years, establish a fi ve-
year business plan and seek 
public input on the use of the 
barn.

“If it was designed to be a 
community center, it should 
be a community center,” 
Kellermann said.

Giff ord said the “defi cit 
spending” Kellermann refers 
to depends on one’s point of 
view.

He doesn’t deny that the 
project was done using 
reserves, and that some fur-
ther cost was incurred when 
the original contractor proved 

incapable of fi nishing the job.
But Giff ord said it seemed 

wiser to him and his fellow 
board members at the time 
to use reserves for a one-time 
project like the barn refurbish-
ment. He believes the reason 
other municipalities get into 
trouble spending reserves is 
that they use them for ongoing 
expenses.

On the contrary, Giff ord 
said, the barn project is now 
fi nished and a reserve balance 
of $1.4 million is expected in 
2010 — even with the current 
recession.

“A lot of communities wish 
they were in that position,” 
Giff ord said.

Th e village’s reserves have 
never dipped below $1 million 

even during the barn project, 
but with it fi nished, sales tax 
revenue from the Deer Park 
Town Center and other busi-
nesses should boost them 
even higher, he added.

But another point of con-
tention between Giff ord and 
Kellermann is whether the 
barn project is truly fi nished.

Kellermann said there is fur-
ther work to the outbuildings 
on the site which has still not 
been addressed and which will 
continue to cost the village.

Giff ord said the entire vil-
lage board is aware that nego-
tiations are being worked out 
for a volunteer agency to refur-
bish those buildings, such as 
a chicken coop, at no further 
cost to the village.

But even if these projects 
weren’t fi nished immediately, 
they would not reduce the 
intended function of the barn 
itself, Giff ord said.

Kellermann argues that Gif-
ford and the majority of the 
current board are overlook-
ing ongoing fl aws in the barn, 
and are content to go on mak-
ing decisions without proper 
information from their con-
tractors and consultants.

“Th e current administration 
feels that if they don’t address 
an issue, it will go away,” 
Kellermann said.

Th e two men also disagree 
over the fi nancial outlook 
ahead.

Giff ord said Kellermann 
is being unrealistic in what 

he wants to spend on road 
improvements in the cur-
rent recession. Giff ord 
believes these kinds of ongo-
ing expenses are exactly what 
reserves should not be lost on.

But Kellermann said actual 
numbers are showing the 
Deer Park area is not being as 
severely aff ected by a down-
turn in sales tax revenue as 
national statistics suggest.

Each candidate is running 
with a slate of non-incum-
bent trustee candidates. Gif-
ford is running with Joyce 
Trost Beattie, William Koutsis 
and William Michael, while 
Kellermann believes his board 
majority would be provided 
by John Lahr, Keith Olson and 
Dale Sands.

Deer Park hopefuls differ on Vehe Farm future

Disabilities fair coming:
Mount Prospect is holding a 
Disability Information Fair 
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Satur-
day, March 21, at the Mount 
Prospect Village Hall, 50 S. 
Emerson St. Th e resource and 
networking fair for adults, chil-
dren and families living with 
disabilities like alzheimer’s, 
blindness, down syndrome 
and autism will feature experts 
on special needs equipment, 
tracking devices for seniors 
and children, and numerous 
special needs organizations 
and advocates. Parking and 
admission are free. For more 
information, contact Mount 
Prospect police offi  cer Greg 
Sill, or offi  cer Bill Roscop at 
(847) 870-5650.

Choir previews national show:
Th e Grand Champion Buff alo 
Grove High School Expres-
sions Show Choir will pres-
ent its 2009 Competition Pre-
view Performance 7 p.m. 

today in the school cafeteria, 
1100 Dundee Road in Buff alo 
Grove. Th e preview is in prep-
aration for their trip to Nash-
ville, Tennessee to perform on 
the “Grand Ole Opry Stage” 
on March 19-21 for the Show 
Choir Nationals. A donation is 
requested of $3 for adults and 
$1 for students.

City OKs new alert system:
Th e Des Plaines city council 
Monday night approved pur-
chasing a new high-tech mass 
notifi cation system that would 
enable residents to receive 
emergency and informational 
alerts through text messages, 
e-mails, pagers, PDAs, and a 
various other methods of com-
munication. Th e city council 
approved a three-year contract 
with California-based ven-
dor 3n for more than $30,000 
yearly to purchase the system. 
Th e city will use the more than 
$107,000 in unexpected state 
revenues from wireless 911 

surcharge fees for buying the 
Internet-based alert system, 
which was cut from this year’s 
budget. Residents with only a 
land telephone line would not 
have to sign up as their infor-
mation is already in the city’s 
database. Residents would 
have to register their e-mail 
addresses, cell phone or Voice 
Over Internet Protocol num-
bers online to receive alerts.

Police chief seeks input:
Mount Prospect Police Chief 
John Dahlberg will meet with 
residents three times in com-
ing weeks. Th e meetings will 
be from 6:30 to 8 p.m. Th urs-
day, March 26; 10 to 11:30 a.m. 
Saturday, March 28; and 6:30 
to 8 p.m. Th ursday, April 2, at 
the Mount Prospect Public 
Library, 10 N. Emerson St. 
Dahlberg and members of his 
staff  will answer questions, 
take comments and hear resi-
dents’ concerns in a relaxed 
and open atmosphere. 

Northwest suburbs in 60 seconds

By Amie Shak
ashak@dailyherald.com

Police arrested 18 people at 
an underage drinking party in 
Buff alo Grove early Sunday. 

Buff alo Grove police 
responded to the 200 block 
of Cottonwood Road around 
3:20 a.m. Sunday after getting 
a complaint about people yell-
ing and playing loud music. 
Police said the homeowner, 
Margaret Couch, was found 
sleeping in the home and told 
offi  cers that she wasn’t aware 

of the party. She was charged 
with public nuisance assem-
blage for hosting the party, 
police said.

Th e following Buff alo 
Grove residents were cited 
with unlawful possession and 
consumption of alcohol by a 
minor: Dylan Flynn, 18; Adam 
Cannella, 17; Andrew Cohler, 
18; Jacob Larson, 17; Matthew 
Dolin, 19; and Aaron Isaac-
man, 17. 

Th e following Arlington 
Heights residents were cited 
with unlawful possession 

and consumption of alco-
hol by a minor: Samuel Katz-
Berger, 18; Kaitlin Brunner, 17; 
Kristofer Clements, 19; Sam-
uel Krupiarz, 18; Einar Zieske, 
18; Samantha Lodygowski, 17; 
and a 16-year-old.

Th e following Wheeling res-
idents were also cited: Natalie 
Dorantes, 18; Jake Henning, 
18; Tyler Cashman, 18; Chris-
tian Teran, 17; and Lisa San-
chez, 18.

Th ose cited will be in court 
on March 27 in Mundelein to 
face the charges, police said.

18 arrested after cops break up party

Snow day

G I L B E R T  R .  B O U C H E R  I I / gboucher@dailyherald.com 

Sean Kovatch, 11, left, and Andrew Allen, 11, fl y paper 
airplanes in the snow as it falls in their Libertyville neighbor-
hood. The boys had the day off from school due to the Casmir 
Pulaski holiday and took advantage by playing in the snow. 

By Sheila Ahern
sahern@dailyherald.com

Th e very cheapest ambu-
lance trip in Arlington 
Heights costs $400. Th e most 
expensive trip costs $650, vil-
lage trustees were told on 
Monday.

An Arlington Heights resi-
dent questioned the ambu-
lance fees at the Feb. 16 
board meeting, so Village 
Manager Bill Dixon and 
Fire Chief Glenn Ericksen 
explained the fees at Mon-
day’s village board meeting. 

Th e costs are based on 
what Medicare charges and 
the last time they were raised 
was in 2006, Dixon said.

One trustee said the fees 
were too high, while another 
said they may not be high 
enough.

Trustee John Scaletta said 
it’s not right to assume all 
residents have insurance to 
cover ambulance costs.

“It’s a mistake to base 
our fees on what insurance 
charges,” he said.

On the other hand, Trustee 

Norm Breyer said the vil-
lage should take advantage 
of what insurance compa-
nies will cover — if the com-
panies will pay for a $700 
ambulance ride, maybe the 
village should charge that.

“If there is additional 
reimbursement out there, 
I’d hate to miss out on it,” 
Breyer said.

Th ere are four ambu-
lances that serve Arlington 
Heights, although nearby 

municipalities help when 
multiple calls roll in, Erick-
sen said.

Th e $400 fee is for Arling-
ton Heights residents who 
need only basic fi rst aid, 
Ericksen said. Th e $650 is 
for nonresidents who need 
more advanced care such 
as cardiac monitors and 
drug intervention, he said. 
Th e $400 to $650 fee doesn’t 
cover the entire cost of an 
ambulance ride, which could 

run $1,050 per trip, Dixon 
said.

Th ere are payment plans 
for people who can’t aff ord 
to pay their ambulance bill 
all at one time, said Village 
President Arlene Mulder.

“Th ese are user fees,” she 
said. “It helps, but doesn’t 
cover the entire cost.”

Twenty or 30 years ago, 
Arlington Heights charged 
nothing for ambulance fees, 
Mulder said.

“However, people were 
using ambulances for trans-
portation,” she said.

Ambulance fees draw spirited debate
Arlington Heights reviews cost structure

The Illinois Department of Transportation is holding a Public

Informational Meeting for the Elgin O’Hare –West Bypass study.

The study is considering the potential extension of the Elgin-

O’Hare Expressway east of IL 53/I-290, adding capacity to the

existing Elgin O’Hare Expressway, and a potential new western

bypass of O’Hare �irport, along with consideration of arterial

improvements, transit upgrades, and bike and pedestrian

features.

This meeting is an opportunity for you to review and comment on

the roadway and transit options that have been refined and

further evaluated since our last public meeting. The meeting will

be an open-house format that you can attend any time between 4

p.m. and 8 p.m. For more information, please visit our web site at

www.elginohare-westbypass.org.

This meeting will be accessible to handicapped individuals.

�nyone needing special assistance should contact Ron Krall at

(847)705-4103. Persons planning to attend who will need a sign

language interpreter or other similar accommodations should

notify the Department’s TTY/TDD number (800)526-0844/or 711;

TTY Users (Spanish) (800)501-0864/711; and for Telebraille dial

(877)526-6670 at least 5 days prior to the meeting.

March 11, 2009

4:00 – 8:00 p.m.

Belvedere Banquets

1170 W. Devon �venue

Elk Grove Village, Illinois
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          1              FIRST WOMAN:  The environmental map

          2        here, to not make such -- such an impact
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          3        on the environment, I thought it would be

          4        a good idea to do what Japan's doing, what

          5        Germany's doing with green transportation,

          6        meaning, like magnetic, some type of

          7        people mover from out west of Elgin or

          8        wherever, you know, 355.

          9                   There would be an exit out

         10        there.  Maybe aim it that way to kind of

         11        have everybody park out there, get on a

         12        people mover, and get into O'Hare maybe

         13        along the Elgin O'Hare area; but with no

         14        vehicular -- no extra vehicular traffic

         15        because it's already too polluted now from

         16        the airplanes.

         17                   All the soot, I guess, that

         18        comes down, lands on the cars, destroys

         19        the paint jobs.  We're breathing that in.

         20        We don't need, you know, a million extra

         21        cars every year to breathe in all that,

         22        also, in the air and pollute the air

         23        around the Elgin O'Hare Expressway and

         24        Thorndale.
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          1                   So can they look into

          2        purchasing some land further west, maybe

          3        in the Elgin area, because it's probably

          4        cheaper farmland out there.  Let the

          5        people come in from maybe a little bit

          6        west, the western Du Page area and stuff,
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          7        access the airport on a green people

          8        mover, that's noiseless.

          9                   It would have to be up to date,

         10        modern transportation method, not a bus,

         11        not a big van, not a train, not an El, not

         12        an underground.  You know, we got a lot of

         13        wetlands here.  This was all swamps.  So,

         14        I think they have to look at Japan and

         15        Germany.

         16                   They have to use up-to-date

         17        modern technology.  Don't act like Boeing

         18        Corporation, farm everything out to the

         19        cheapest subcontractors.  It may save

         20        money down the line, but it will be

         21        outdated the year you do it.

         22                   That's my comment.

         23                   Oh, one last thing, it will

         24        probably displace less people in our
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          1        crowded areas here.

          2              FIRST MAN:  Okay.  Regarding the

          3        Ring Road bypass, I suggest that it runs

          4        from the Tri-State Tollway, west along

          5        Franklin Avenue, Green Street -- just

          6        south of Green Street and turns to go

          7        northeast of York Road, and continues

          8        north down -- and I guess that's going to

          9        tie into the Tollway, again, 290 or I-190;

         10        and the Elgin O'Hare should be a done deal
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         11        right down Thorndale Avenue for western

         12        access.

         13                   That's my feeling.

         14              SECOND WOMAN:  She and I were

         15        agreeing that there should be more than

         16        just one major western entrance to O'Hare,

         17        because there's going to be a big bottle

         18        neck there.

         19                   There should be at least two

         20        major entrances; and right now, there's

         21        already a bottle neck going up at 294 and

         22        the -- the Kennedy over there, to get into

         23        the airport.

         24                   The second thing is, whatever
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          1        type of transportation is chosen, let's

          2        say, like a new magneto-type train coming

          3        from Elgin into the airport, whatever kind

          4        of new cars would be purchased, everything

          5        has to be extremely handicapped

          6        accessible.

          7                   I am really worried about the

          8        cars themselves, not so much the depots.

          9        The depots are a problem, too.  The cars,

         10        because it doesn't matter if you have 6

         11        lanes, 8 lanes of highway.  If a

         12        handicapped person cannot get themselves

         13        there to use the service, we have no

         14        north/south bus transportation in Du Page
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         15        County to speak of.

         16                   And then when you do get to a

         17        depot or something, there's no way to get

         18        on those old-fashioned trains.  It's iffy

         19        with the buses, and forget the elevated.

         20        We really need transportation for the

         21        handicapped, because there's a huge senior

         22        population coming up; and they have to

         23        consider that.

         24                   Thanks.
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          1              THIRD WOMAN:  I certainly hope they

          2        do take our opinions and listen to our

          3        opinions, because we are residents of the

          4        area; and we don't want the whole area

          5        destroyed.

          6                   We still live here, and I just

          7        hope they take our opinions.

          8              SECOND MAN:  Okay.  I just want to

          9        have on the record, that I would like to

         10        make a suggestion about a high-speed rail

         11        system that every other country seems to

         12        have but ours, connecting O'Hare Airport

         13        with other airports, like Rockford or

         14        Midway.

         15                   And they could run alongside

         16        existing expressways without destroying

         17        homes and communities, and it could

         18        relieve some of the congestion just going
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         19        into and out of O'Hare, and it could also

         20        be used for cargo which is also a huge

         21        money-making congestion issue with O'Hare

         22        Airport, and all the cargo that flies in

         23        and out can be relieved by flying in and

         24        out of other airports.
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          1                   So, I just want to look at

          2        what's in Illinois, outside of the study

          3        area in relieving congestion.

          4              THIRD MAN:  I am in favor of routing

          5        traffic to O'Hare through western access

          6        using 290, to Route 83 north, to Thorndale

          7        east, and going in that way.

          8              FOURTH MAN:  Let's see, first thing

          9        is, let's work with the airport.  Let's

         10        work with the railroad, and let's work

         11        with all the communities around the

         12        airport.

         13                   The train goes right by Metra.

         14        It goes right by the airport.  I can't get

         15        off the train to get to O'Hare.

         16                   I can take a 332 bus over to

         17        Bryn Mawr, and then I can catch the Blue

         18        Line at Rosemont and get to the airport.

         19                   So, we are wasting all this

         20        money for studies that I haven't learned a

         21        thing that I haven't learned in the

         22        newspaper for the last 2 or 3 years.
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         23                   I mean, that's not very -- I

         24        don't know what the word is -- educated,
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          1        but I don't know what else to say.  People

          2        aren't listening.  Thank you.

          3                   Yeah, I would like to make one

          4        other comment.

          5                   Before the IDOT does anything,

          6        have Mayor Daley sit down and ask him what

          7        they are allowed to do.

          8                   Thank you.

          9              MR. STRANDT:  My name is Robert

         10        Strandt, S-T-R-A-N-D-T; and I am speaking

         11        on behalf of Fire District -- Bensenville

         12        Fire District 2.  I am the treasurer of

         13        the fire district.

         14                   My concern is the Ring Road,

         15        that it stays on airport property; and we

         16        have lost a lot of our EAV because of the

         17        land at O'Hare has already taken from the

         18        northeast corner of Bensenville; and we

         19        could not afford to lose any more of our

         20        tax base; and if they ran that proposal we

         21        heard about, the Ring Road going down York

         22        Road, that would also take our fire

         23        station; and we can't afford to replace a

         24        fire station; and my concern is that the
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          1        western Ring Road would stay east of York

          2        Road and north of Green Street.

          3              MR. NELSON:  As far as my opinion on

          4        the town, my name is a James Nelson.  I

          5        live at 571 John Street, Bensenville,

          6        Illinois.

          7                   My main concern for being here

          8        tonight is that the Ring Road is contained

          9        within O'Hare's property.

         10                   The maps that we have seen,

         11        from what I have now been told, have been

         12        issued by IDOT, showing the Ring Road

         13        being west of York Road, and running from

         14        the Kennedy straight south, through

         15        downtown Bensenville, which is going to

         16        affect residential and commercial of our

         17        town -- which would be devastating to us,

         18        since we already lost 500 to 600 homes --

         19        and connecting at County Line and Grand,

         20        which is the map they have displayed on

         21        the Internet and in the newspaper, which

         22        they now say should have not gone out.

         23                   That's why we are here today,

         24        to defend that.  We support -- I support
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          1        the Ring Road inside O'Hare's property,

          2        which will help our -- economics of our

          3        community and not hurt our residential.
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          4                   So once again, I would like to

          5        stress that I would like to keep the Ring

          6        Road connecting 90/294 inside O'Hare

          7        property.

          8              MR. POPE:  My name is Craig Pope.  I

          9        own property at the northeast corner of

         10        Thorndale Avenue and Arlington Heights

         11        Road.

         12                   I have visited with Itasca

         13        officials and also IDOT officials

         14        previously.  Our parcel consists of 13 and

         15        a half acres.

         16                   We have been told by the Itasca

         17        officials that they wish to annex the

         18        property and would like to -- would like

         19        to see retail commercial development.

         20                   Because of the uncertainties of

         21        the Elgin O'Hare Expressway, I have been

         22        unable to -- to proceed with development

         23        of the property.  I have had difficulties

         24        selling the property because of the
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          1        expressway cloud.

          2                   I feel I am forced to be the

          3        bank for IDOT, if and when they choose to

          4        purchase this property, subject of course

          5        to future plans.

          6                   I feel I am being held hostage

          7        for many different reasons -- because of
Page 9
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          8        many different reasons.

          9                   What is a person to do?

         10              FIFTH MAN:  Okay.  My idea is

         11        instead of having a western bypass around

         12        O'Hare, okay, my idea is to widen 294, the

         13        Tri-State, from the Eisenhower; and then

         14        you will take it to, like, Devon; and then

         15        widen the Northwest Tollway which is 90, I

         16        believe; and by widening those two road

         17        sections, there won't be a need to have

         18        the western access.

         19                   Plus, to make it convenient for

         20        everybody, we need complete interchanges

         21        at North Avenue and the Tri-State, Irving

         22        Park Road and the Tri-State, Lee Street

         23        and the Northwest Tollway, and York Road

         24        and the Northwest Tollway.
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          1                   If we do that amount of work,

          2        we won't need to have the western bypass

          3        going around O'Hare.

          4                - - -   * * *   - - -

          5   

          6   

          7   

          8   

          9   

         10   

         11   
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         12   

         13   

         14   

         15   

         16   

         17   

         18   

         19   

         20   

         21   

         22   

         23   

         24   
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          1    STATE OF ILLINOIS  )

          2                       )

          3    COUNTY OF C O O K  )

          4          I, GLORIA M. SCHUELKE, CSR, RPR, being

          5   first duly sworn, on oath say that I am a

          6   Certified Shorthand Reporter, so certified by

          7   the State of Illinois; that I reported in

          8   shorthand the testimony given at the taking of

          9   the foregoing above-mentioned cause; and that

         10   the foregoing is a true and correct transcript

         11   of my shorthand notes so taken as aforesaid,

         12   and contains all the testimony had at the

         13   above-mentioned cause; and that my certificate

         14   annexed hereto applies to the original and

         15   typewritten copies, only, signed by me.  The
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         16   undersigned assumes no responsibility for the

         17   accuracy of any reproduced copies not made

         18   under my control or direction.

         19              ___________________________________

         20              Illinois CSR License No. 084-001886

         21   SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN TO before me this ______

         22   day of _______________ , A. D., 2007.

         23   ______________________________

         24          Notary Public

=
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