
 
June 8, 2018 
 
 
SUBJECT:  FAI Route 90 (I-90) 
  Project NHPP-V4UD(632) 
  Section (1517 & 1415)I-14 
  Cook County 
  Contract No. 60Y40 
  Item No. 5, June 15, 2018 Letting 
  Addendum A 
 
 
NOTICE TO PROSPECTIVE BIDDERS: 
 
 
Attached is an addendum to the plans or proposal.  This addendum involves 
revised and/or added material. 
 

1. Revised the Schedule of Prices 
2. Revised page iv of the Table of Contents to the Special Provisions 
3. Revised pages 8 and 107-110 of the Special Provisions 
4. Added page 220 to the Special Provisions 
5. Revised sheet 16 of the Plans 

 
Prime contractors must utilize the enclosed material when preparing their bid 
and must include any changes to the Schedule of Prices in their bid. 
 
 
Very truly yours, 
 
 

Jack A. Elston, P.E. 
Bureau Chief, Design and Environment 
 
 
 

 
By: Ted B. Walschleger, P. E. 
       Engineer of Project Management 

 
 
cc: Anthony Quigley, Region 1, District 1;  Tim Kell; D. Carl Puzey   
 
MS/ck 
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COMPLETION DATE PLUS WORKING DAYS (D-1) 
 
Revise Article 108.05 (b) of the Standard Specifications as follows: 
 

"When a completion date plus working days is specified, the Contractor shall complete all 
contract items and safely open all roadways to traffic by 11:59 PM on November 15, 2019 
except as specified herein. 

 
The Contractor will be allowed to complete all clean-up work, punch list items and any 
remaining landscaping within 25 working days after the completion date for opening the 
roadway to traffic.  Under extenuating circumstances the Engineer may direct that certain 
items of work, not affecting the safe opening of the roadway to traffic, may be completed 
within the working days allowed for clean-up work, punch list items and any remaining 
landscaping.  Temporary lane closures for this work may be allowed at the discretion of the 
Engineer. 

 
The Special Provision for “Failure to Complete the Work on Time” shall apply to both the 
completion date and the number of working days. 
 
 
WORK ITEMS NOT PAID FOR SEPARATELY BUT INCLUDED IN THE COST OF ANOTHER 
PAY ITEM 
 

Highlighted work item Paid for as Sheet location Notes 
Minor Ditch Grading and any 
Bulkheading 

20200100 – EARTH 
EXCAVATION 

G-03 Applies to work 
as directed by 
engineer in the 
field 

Protection of all underground or 
surface utilities even though they may 
not be shown in the plans.  Any utility 
that is damaged during construction 
shall be repaired or replaced to the 
satisfaction of the engineer. 

Various – pay items in 
the vicinity of utilities 

G-03  

Responsibility for the protection of all 
underground or surface utilities even 
though they may not be shown in the 
plans.  Any utility that is damaged 
during construction shall be repaired 
or replaced to the satisfaction of the 
engineer.  

Various – Pay items in 
the vicinity of utilities 

G-03  

All sewer and water services crossed 
by new storm sewers shall be 
properly located and protected during 
construction. Any damage done to 
said services not considered to be in 
conflict with the proposed 
construction shall be repaired. 

The cost of protecting 
sewer and water 
services shall be paid 
for in the cost of the 
new pipe. 

G-03  
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PLANTING WOODY PLANTS  
 
This work shall consist of planting woody plants as specified in Section 253 of the Standard Specifications 
with the following revisions: 
 
Add the following to Article 253.01 Description after the first paragraph: 
 
A significant lead time (up to or exceeding 12-months) is anticipated for the vines to be available for 
installation once procured/ordered. 
 
The Contractor shall plant the vines according to the vine detail below. 
 

 
 
Delete Article 253.03 Planting Time and substitute the following: 
 
Spring Planting.  This work shall be performed between March 15th and May 31st except that evergreen 
planting shall be performed between March 15th and April 30th in the northern zone.   
 
Add the following to Article 253.03 (a) (2) and (b): 
 
All plants shall be obtained from Illinois Nurserymen’s Association or appropriate state chapter nurseries.  
All trees and shrubs shall be dug prior to leafing out (bud break) in the spring or when plants have gone 
dormant in the fall, except for the following species which are only to be dug prior to leafing out in the spring: 
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 Maple (Acer spp.) 
 Buckeye (Aesculus spp.) 
 Serviceberry (Amelanchier spp.) 
 Hackberry (Celtis occidentalis) 
 Hawthorn (Crataegus spp.) 
 Black Walnut (Juglans nigra) 
 Crabapple (Malus spp.) 
 Black Tupelo (Nyssa sylvatica) 
 American Hophornbeam (Ostraya virginiana) 
 Oak (Quercus spp.) 
 Baldcypress (Taxodium distichum) 
 American Linden (Tilia americana) 

 
Fall Planting.  This work shall be performed between October 1st and November 30th except that evergreen 
planting shall be performed between August 15th and October 15th.  
 
Planting dates are dependent on species of plant material and weather.  Planting might begin or end prior 
or after above dates as approved by the Engineer.  Do not plant when soil is muddy or during frost.  No 
plant material shall be installed prior to the final grade of the planting soil.  Trees must be installed first to 
establish proper layout and to avoid damage to other plantings.   
 
Add the following to Article 253.05 Transportation: 
 
Cover plants during transport.  Plant material transported without cover shall be automatically rejected. 
 
Delete the third sentence of Article 253.07 and substitute the following: 
 

The Engineer will place the marking flags.  Allow a minimum of seven working (7) days prior to 
installation for layout. The Contractor shall be responsible for: 
 

1.  Providing marking flags to the Engineer for locating plants. 
2. Contacting utility companies to identify any conflicts with the proposed planting locations 

after flags have been placed. 
3. Obtaining approval from the Engineer for any relocation of proposed plantings due to 

utilityconflicts, or other conflicts. 
 
Delete Article 253.08 Excavation of Plant Holes and substitute the following: 
 
Protect structures, utilities, sidewalks, knee walls, fences, pavements, utility boxes, other facilities, lawns 
and existing plants from damage caused by planting operations.   
 
Holes for trees shall be dug at the location indicated by the marking stakes.  Holes for shrubs shall be dug 
within the marked outline of the planting bed.  The spacing of plants will be designated on the plans.  
Spacing shall be measured form center-to–center, and alternate rows shall be staggered.   
 
Excavate with sides vertical, bottom flat but with high center for drainage.  Deglaze sides.  The planting 
hole shall be twice the diameter of the root ball if possible, but in no case shall the hole be less than twelve 
(12) inches wider.  Any soil covering the tree’s root flair shall be removed to expose the crown, along with 
any secondary root growth, prior to planting.  Remove all excavated subsoil from the site and dispose as 
specified in Article 202.03.  The excavated material shall not be stockpiled on turf or in ditches. 
 
Delete the third and fourth paragraphs of Article 253.10 Planting Procedures and Article 253.10 (a) 
and substitute the following: 
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Trees, shrubs, and vines shall be thoroughly watered with a method approved by the Engineer.   
Approved watering equipment shall be at the site of the work and in operational condition PRIOR TO 
STARTING the planting operation and DURING all planting operations OR PLANTING WILL NOT BE 
ALLOWED. 
 
Set plants in the excavated hole with top of ball 2 to 3 inches above finished grade.  Add soil as required 
under ball to achieve plumb.  Remove all burlap and wire baskets from top three quarters (3/4) of the root 
ball.  The remaining burlap shall be loosened and scored to provide the root system quick contact with the 
soil.  All ropes or wires shall be removed from the root ball and tree trunk.   
 
The hole shall be half (1/2) filled with soil, firmly packed, then saturated with water.  After the water has 
soaked in, more soil shall be added to the top of the hole, and then the hole shall be saturated again.  
Maintain plumb during backfilling.  Visible root flair shall be left exposed, uncovered by the addition of soil.  
By mounding up the soil around the hole, create a saucer depression around the tree to hold future water.   
In most cases, the backfill around the root ball shall be the same soil that was removed from the hole.  
Where rocks, gravel, heavy clay or other debris are encountered, clean top soil shall be used.   Do not 
backfill excavation with subsoil.   
 
Delete Article 253.11 and substitute the following: 
 
Within 48 hours after planting, mulch shall be placed around all plants in the entire mulched bed or at the 
base of each tree to its dripline specified to a depth of 4 inches (100 mm).  No weed barrier fabric will be 
required for tree and shrub planting.   
 
The mulch shall consist of wood chips or shredded tree bark free not to exceed two (2) inches in its largest 
dimension, free of foreign matter, sticks, stones, and clods.  A sample and request for material inspection 
form must be supplied to the Engineer for approval prior to performing any work.   
 
Care shall be taken not to bury leaves, stems, or vines under mulch material.  The mulch shall be pulled 
away 6” from the tree trunk, allowing the root flair at the base of the tree to be exposed and free of mulch 
contact.  All finished mulch areas shall be left smooth and level to maintain uniform surface and appearance.  
After the mulch placement, any debris or piles of material shall be immediately removed from the right of 
way, including raking excess mulch out of turf areas. 
 
Delete Article 253.12 Wrapping and substitute the following: 
 
Any paper or cardboard trunk wrap must be removed before placing the tree in the tree hole in order to 
inspect the condition of the trunks.  Within 48 hours, “A layer of commercial screen wire mesh shall be 
wrapped around the trunk of all deciduous trees.  The screen wire shall be secured to itself with staples or 
single wire strands tied to the mesh.  Trees shall be wrapped at time of planting, before the installation of 
mulch.  The lower edge of the screen wire shall be in continuous contact with the ground and shall extend 
up to the lowest major branch.  
 
Add the following to Article 253.13 Bracing: 
 
Trees required to be braced shall be braced within 24 hours of planting. 
 
Add the following to the first paragraph of Article 253.14 Period of Establishment: 
 
Prior to being accepted, the plants shall endure a period of establishment.  This period shall begin as soon 
as the tree is installed and end in December of the same year.   
 
Delete the last sentence of the first paragraph of Article 253.15 Plant Care and substitute the 
following: 
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This may require pruning, cultivating, tightening and repairing supports, repair of wrapping, and furnishing 
and applying sprays as necessary to keep the plants free of insects and disease.  The Contractor shall 
provide plant care a minimum of every two weeks, or within 3 days following notification by the Engineer.  
All requirements for plant care shall be considered as included in the cost of the contract. 
 
Delete the first paragraph of Article 253.15 Plant Care (a) and substitute the following: 
 
During plant care additional watering shall be performed at least every two weeks during the months of May 
through December.  The contractor shall apply a minimum of 35 gallons of water per tree, 25 gallons per 
large shrub, 15 gallons per small shrub, and 4 gallons per vine.  The Engineer may direct the Contractor to 
adjust the watering rate and frequency depending upon weather conditions.  
 
Delete Article 253.17 Basis of Payment and substitute the following: 
 
This work will be paid for at the contract unit price per each for TREES, SHRUBS, or VINES, of the species, 
root type, and plant size specified; and per unit for SEEDLINGS.  Payment will be made according to the 
following schedule for TREES, SHRUBS and SEEDLINGS.   
 

(a) Initial Payment.  Upon completion of planting, mulch covering, wrapping, and bracing, 75 percent 
of the pay item(s) will be paid. 
 

(b) Final Payment.  Upon inspection and acceptance of the plant material, or upon execution of a third 
party bond, the remaining 25 percent of the pay item(s) will be paid. 

 
Payment will be made according to the following schedule for VINES. 
 

(a) Procurement/Order payment.  Upon procurement/order of the vines, 30% of the vine pay item(s) 
will be paid.  The Contractor shall provide proof of procurement with an invoice or other appropriate 
documentation to the satisfaction of the Engineer. 

 
(b) Installation payment.  Upon completion of planting, mulching, and watering, 60% of the vine pay 

item(s) will be paid. 
 

(c) Final payment.  Upon inspection and acceptance of the vines, the remaining 10% of the vine pay 
item(s) will be paid. 

 
 
ROOT PRUNING METHOD CONTAINER GROWN WOODY PLANTS 
 
Description: This work shall consist of woody plants grown in special containers that enhances vigorous 
root production but inhibits circling roots.  These plants shall be propagated, harvested, transported and 
installed as specified in the plans.  All work shall be in accordance with the applicable portions of Section 
253 of the Standard Specifications except as modified herein. 
 
Root Pruning Method is a special, multistep method for woody plant (trees or shrubs) production in 
containers. The production places emphasis on the root system which ultimately determines the plants’ 
survival and performance in its outplanted environment.  This particular container production has been 
developed to advance root volume production, in a high-quality woody plant with good height-caliper 
balance.   
   
Revise the following to Article 253.03(a)(3) Planting Time- Spring Planting. 
 
“Planting time for container grown trees and shrubs shall be determined by the Engineer.” 
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WEED CONTROL, PRE-EMERGENT GRANULAR HERBICIDE 
 
Description:  This work shall consist of spreading a pre-emergent granular herbicide in areas as 
shown on the plans or as directed by the Engineer.  This item will be used in mulched plant beds 
and mulch rings. 
 
Materials:  The pre-emergent granular herbicide shall contain the chemicals Trifluralin 2% active 
ingredient and Isoxaben with 0.5% active ingredient.  The herbicide label shall be submitted to 
the Engineer for approval at least seventy-two (72) hours prior to application. 
 
Method:  The pre-emergent granular herbicide shall be used in accordance with the 
manufacturer’s directions on the package.  The granules are to be applied prior to mulching. 
 
Apply the granular herbicide using a drop or rotary-type designed to apply granular herbicide or 
insecticides.  Calibrate application equipment to use according to manufacturer’s directions.  
Check frequently to be sure equipment is working properly and distributing granules uniformly.  
Do not use spreaders that apply material in narrow concentrated bands.  Avoid skips or overlaps 
as poor weed control or crop injury may occur.  More uniform application may be achieved by 
spreading half of the required amount of product over the area and then applying the remaining 
half in swaths at right angles to the first.  Apply the granular herbicide at the rate of 100 lbs/acre 
(112 kg/ha) or 2.3 lbs/1000 sq. ft. (11.2 kg/1000 sq. meters). 
 
Method of Measurement:  Pre-emergent granular herbicide will be measured in place in Pounds 
(Kilograms) of Pre-emergent Granular Herbicide applied.  Areas treated after mulch placement 
shall not be measured for payment. 
 
Basis of Payment:  This work will be paid for at the contract unit price per pound (kilogram) of 
WEED CONTROL, PRE-EMERGENT GRANULAR HERBICIDE which price shall include all 
materials, equipment, and labor necessary to complete the work as specified. 
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