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SECTION 1  
Description of Public Meeting 



 

 

Public Hearing Summary –October 8, 2009 
Elgin O’Hare – West Bypass  

 

The public hearing for the Elgin O’Hare – West Bypass project was held on October 8, 2009.  
The meeting was an open-house format, a project video that included an overview of the 
study as well as visualizations of the alternatives under consideration played continuously 
in a separate room.  The meeting was held at the Belvedere Banquets in Elk Grove Village, 
Illinois from 4:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.  Nearly 200 people attended the meeting based on the 
sign-in sheets.  Personnel from the Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) and their 
consultants were present to answer questions and receive comments about the project.  A 
court reporter was also present and available to record verbal comments for the project 
record.  In addition to the summary presentation, attendees received a copy of Newsletter 
#7 and a comment form.  Attendees also had an opportunity to study and discuss the 
project exhibits with project staff.  These materials can be found in Section 3. 

The purpose of the meeting was to update the status of the Elgin O’Hare – West Bypass 
Project, and to provide the public an opportunity to review and comment on the Draft 
Environmental Impact Statement.   

A series of boards on easels were displayed along the outside of the room.  These included 
background boards relating to study process, the two roadway alternatives under 
consideration (402 and 203), the two south connection options (Option A and D), transit 
features, bike/pedestrian features and project environmental and social impacts.  In the 
center of the room, nine foot exhibits were displayed on banquet tables and focused more 
closely on the specific variations in the alternatives.  

The meeting was publicized through advertisements in newspapers, on the website, and in 
a newsletter.  Nearly 1000 newsletters were mailed to individual public officials, 
organizations, local community residents, and citizens.  A half-page advertisement 
appeared in the Daily Herald on September 8 and September 12, 2009.  A quarter-page ad 
appeared on October 5, 2009.   

At (via comment box) and following the meeting, more than 50 written comments were 
received through the mail or via the project website. Five verbal comments were also 
compiled by the court reporter.  The comments and IDOT responses to these comments are 
included in Section 5.   

 



 

SECTION 2 
Meeting Attendance 





























 

SECTION 3 

Meeting Materials 
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Comment Form
Do you have comments? Please fill out this sheet and mail it back to us by October 26, 2009.

______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________
 Name: __________________________________________________

 Address: ________________________________________________ 

                ________________________________________________               

 Phone: _________________________________________________

I (do  do not  ) desire a response.

Would you like your name added to 
our project mailing list?
Yes  No 
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Build Alternatives 203 and 402, along with
associated South Bypass Connection Option A
or D, are expected to result in both beneficial
and adverse effects on the surrounding socio-
economic and environmental
resources. During the alterna-
tives development process, effort
was made to avoid high quality
environmental and socioeconomic
resources as much as possible.
As such, the build alternatives
have comparable impacts to public
resources, natural resources, noise
sensitive receptors, publicly-
owned lands, cultural resources,
and special waste sites. In partic-
ular, Alternative 203 has relatively higher busi-
ness displacements and tax revenue impacts
than Alternative 402. When comparing the two
South Bypass connection options, Option A has
higher residential and business displacements

than Option D, but results in the displacement
of fewer employees and lower tax losses as the
businesses tend to be small operations (see
Table on Page 2)

The build alternatives are also
expected to stimulate the local
and regional economies. By invest-
ing in transportation improve-
ments, jobs, income, profit and tax
revenue would increase as well as
provide stimulus far exceeding the
original investment. Jobs would be
created not only in the transporta-
tion construction industry, but
also in service sectors supporting

construction workers. Alternative 203, with
larger construction costs, would result in more
job creation both in the transportation and
service industries and more value added to the
regional economy.

ELGIN O'HARE
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This publication provides a format to keep
you informed about new project developments.

Environmental/Social Benefits & Impacts....1

Environmental Consequences......................2

Alternatives Considered in Detail ...............3

Transit Improvements .................................5

Next Steps ..................................................6

Elgin O’Hare - WestBypass
IllinoisDepartmentofTransportation
Division ofHighways-DistrictOne
201 WestCenter Court
Schaumburg, IL60196

ELGIN O'HARE
WEST BYPASS

communities. opportunities. solutions.

You’re Invited to a Public Hearing!
Thursday, October 8, 2009 — 4 to 8 p.m.
BELVEDEREBANQUETS,  1170 W. DEVON AVE. ELKGROVEVILLAGE
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accessFollowing the October 8, 2009 Public Hearing, the focus of our efforts will be
to identify the Preferred Alternative including a preferred South Connection,
“A” or “D”. The preferred alternative will be summarized in the Final
Environmental Impact Statement in early 2010, after which a decision docu-
ment called a Record of Decision will be issued.  

Moving forward, we will continue early Tier Two activities. This includes con-
tinuing data collection activities started this summer, evaluating potential
“advance projects”, and identifying project(s) that should be advanced for

detailed Tier Two studies. Potential “advance projects” are smaller parts of the
overall Preferred Build Alternative that could potentially be constructed with
currently available federal earmark funds. Examples include: I-90 at Elmhurst
Road full interchange; Touhy Avenue at the Union Pacific Railroad grade sep-
aration; Taft Road extension; Franklin/Green Street widening, advance right-
of-way acquisition at I-294 to Franklin/Green Street; or the I-294 at IL 64
(North Avenue Interchange).  

We appreciate your continued interest in the Elgin O’Hare - West Bypass proj-
ect. We hope you stay involved in the project as we complete Tier One and iden-
tify the preferred alternative. You can always find current project information
by visiting our website at www.elginohare-westbypass.org.

Go to www.elginohare-westbypass.org or contact us at Illinois Department of Transportation 
Division of Highways-District One, 201 West Center Court Schaumburg, IL 60196. 

Telephone: Ron Krall at (847) 705-4103  Fax: (847) 705-4159

TIER ONE STUDY TIMELINE

The Tier One Draft EIS will be available for public com-

ment from Septmeber 11th to October 26th. You may

view a copy of it by visiting your municipal building,

village or city hall, local public library, or on the project

website at www.elginohare-westbypass.org. If you

would like to request a  copy of the document on CD,

please contact Ron Krall (847) 705-4103. The Draft EIS

will also be available for review and comment at the

Public Hearing in Elk Grove Village at Belvedere

Banquets,  1170 W. Devon Ave. from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. on

Thursday, October 8, 2009.

Summary of Environmental Consequences of Build Alternatives

Tier One Draft 
Environmental Impact

Statement (EIS) 
available for comment

E N V I R O N M E N TE N V I R O N M E N T A L / S O C I A LA L / S O C I A L

Socioeconomics Impacts
Residential Displacements

Business Displacements

Employees Displaced

Tax Revenue Loss

Natural Resources
Wetlands (acre) a

Stream Crossings (total number)

Surface Waters (acre) a

Floodplain Encroachments (acre)

Threatened and Endangered Species

Noise
Noise-Sensitive Residential Areas

Noise-Sensitive Non-residential Receptors

Potential Cultural and Section 4(f) Resource Impacts
Historic Structures

Archaeological Sites

Potential Forest Preserve and Local Park 4(f) Impacts (acres)

Special Waste Sites
Special Waste Sites b

Alternative 402

Option A Option D Option A Option D
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57

892

$3.08M

38.9

22

18.2

24.7

0

48

31

0

31

6.8

232

11

34

1,203

$4.45M

39.1

22

18.1

24.7

0

46

29

0

31

5.9

242

11

30

1,040

$3.54M

36.5

20

15.1

27.2

0

42

26

0

24

3.1

237

18

53

729

$2.17M

36.3

20

15.2

27.2

0

44

28

0

24

4.0

227

Alternative 203

a Includes impacts to things such as stormwater facilities – ultimately these man-made facilities may be exempt from regulation.
b Only 2 sites are high risk (same for each alternative), all others are characterized as low or medium risk
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Communities. Opportunities. Solutions.

The proposed build alternatives would provide travel improvements in and

through the study area as compared to the No-Action Alternative. Specific benefits

of the Build Alternatives include:

• Overall congestion would be reduced by approximately 10 percent.

• Congestion on secondary roads would be reduced by approximately 20 percent.

• Travel time for selected trips in the area would be reduced up to 40 percent.

• Travel times to interstate interchanges would improve by 20 to 25 percent.

• The number of transit trips in the study area would increase up to 37 percent.

Travel Performance Benefits

Economic Benefits
(roadway only):

ALTERNATIVE 203
21,600 jobs created, 

$5 billion added

ALTERNATIVE 402
16,600 jobs created, 

$4 billion added

GET INVOLVED! Check our website for project
updates, sign-up for the mailing list, 

and to send comments to us.  

Benefits  Impacts

Next Steps>



Elgin O’Hare Expressway, the proposed O’Hare West Terminal, IL 19, and

Franklin/Green Street and I-294. Also, existing partial interchanges at I-90 and

Elmhurst Road and at I-294 and IL 64 would be improved to accommodate

additional travel movements. Roadway improvements along the north leg of the

West Bypass were developed to accommodate potential new dedicated transit

service.

There are two corridor options for connecting to I-294 that would begin south

of IL 19. 

South Bypass Connection Option A — The freeway generally would proceed

south along the west edge of County Line Road connecting with I-294 near

Grand Avenue. 

South Bypass Connection Option D — The freeway generally would extend

southeast along the south edge of the marshalling yard, then cross the Union Pacific

Railroad (UPRR) and proceed south, paralleling the east side of the UPRR, connecting

with I-294 near Grand Avenue. 

Another improvement feature near the West Bypass corridor that is common to

either option is a new bridge that reconnects Taft Road across the Bensenville

Railroad Marshalling Yards, linking Franklin Avenue and IL 19. A full-access sys-

tem interchange would be provided at I-294. 

Various supporting improvements to existing roadways are also planned near the

West Bypass to provide improved traffic flow. 

ALTERNATIVE 203 Roadway Improvements

Elgin O’Hare Expressway Section — Alternative 203 consists of upgrading (adding lanes

or capacity) and extending the Elgin O’Hare Expressway between IL 19/Gary Avenue to the

O’Hare West Bypass. 

The existing Elgin O’Hare Expressway would be widened between IL 19/Gary Avenue and

its’ current terminus near Meacham Road. From this point to the east, a new expressway

would be constructed along existing Thorndale Avenue, connecting with the proposed

O’Hare West Bypass. Five existing interchanges along the Elgin O’Hare expressway would be

improved (IL 19, Springinsguth Road, Wright Boulevard, Roselle Road, Meacham Road),

and six new interchanges would be constructed along the new expressway section

(Rohlwing Road, I-290, Park Boulevard, Arlington Heights Road/Prospect Avenue, Wood

Dale Road, and IL 83). Roadway improvements along the Elgin O’Hare Expressway were

developed to accommodate potential new dedicated transit service and bicycle/pedestrian

trails.

Supporting crossroad improvements are also planned to provide efficient traffic flow along

existing roadways. In some cases, the crossroad improvements would extend several hun-

dred feet north and south of the planned interchanges. In other situations, more extensive

capacity improvements are needed for adjacent roadways. 

O’Hare West Bypass Section — Alternative 203 includes a new freeway extending

from I-90 near the Des Plaines Oasis, south along the western edge of O’Hare Airport to

the Bensenville Railroad Yard. The freeway would then tunnel under and extend east along

the south edge of the Yard before turning south to a connection with I-294. Frontage roads

would be constructed along portions of the West Bypass to accommodate local traffic circu-

lation. Eight new interchanges would also be provided at I-90, IL 72, Devon/Pratt, the
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Alternative 402

SEE DETAIL

STUDY AREA

A network of Bicycle and Pedestrian facilities have been developed and would be common to the build alternatives.
This includes new bicycle and pedestrian trails that would provide better connections to transit stations, transportation
centers, park and ride facilities, community activity centers, regional trail systems, and employment areas. Many of these
would also propose to complete connections or loops.

ALTERNATIVE 402 Roadway Improvements

Alternative 402 is virtually identical to Alternative 203, with two exceptions.

First, Alternative 402 eliminates the north leg of the West Bypass freeway and

includes a widening Elmhurst Road between the proposed Elgin O’Hare

Expressway and I-90. Second, Alternative 402 would not accommodate new

dedicated high-type transit service between I-90 and the O’Hare West Terminal,

as provided with Alternative 203.
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SEE DETAIL

STUDY AREA
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Two multi-modal build alternatives, Alternatives 203 and

402, were developed and considered in detail. The alterna-

tives consist of roadway improvements, a complementary

set of improvements to transit and bicycle/pedestrian sys-

tems, and other improvements aimed at improving all

modes of travel in the study area. Roadway improvements

for Alternatives 203 and 402 are similar to one another,

except for their configuration north of Thorndale Avenue, for

the I-90 connection. 

Estimated planning-level costs for roadway improvements

included in the build alternatives range from approximately

$2.8 billion for Alternative 402 to $3.6 billion for Alternative

203 (in 2009 dollars).  

Three alternatives were considered in detail

in the Draft EIS: Alternatives 203 and 402

(build alternatives), including the South

Bypass Connection Options A and D; and the

No-Action Alternative (”No Build”). The two

finalist build alternatives were identified

based on technical evaluation and extensive

stakeholder input.

The proposed set of transit improvements includes

15 transit corridors and strategies, each with a specific

proposed transit service (light rail, heavy or commuter

rail, bus rapid transit, arterial rapid transit, express bus,

local bus, or local circulator) and operational criteria.

Other proposed transit improvements include upgrades

to existing transportation centers and new trans-

portation centers, which will provide connections

and transfer points between transit lines as well as

connections to other modes; and new or upgraded

park and ride facilities.

Other Improvements
Various other transportation improvement strategies

have been identified and will be considered in detail

in Tier 2. These include both Transportation Demand

Strategies (e.g. rideshare opportunties, teleworking,

vanpool programs) and Transportation System

Management strategies (modernization of traffic signal

control systems, incident detection and response, etc.)  

THERE ARE TWO CORRIDOR OPTIONS FOR CONNECTING TO
I-294 THAT WOULD BEGIN SOUTH OF IL 19. 

South Bypass Connection Option A

The freeway generally would proceed

south along the west edge of County

Line Road connecting with I-294 near

Grand Avenue. 

South Bypass Connection Option D

The freeway generally would extend

southeast along the south edge of the

marshalling yard, then cross the Union

Pacific Railroad (UPRR) and proceed

south, paralleling the east side of the

UPRR, connecting with I-294 near

Grand Avenue. 

South Connection Detail
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Study Area Map

Finalist roadway 
 alternatives result in some  
 trip redistribution
Traffic modeling showed 
 that existing Elgin-O’Hare
 Expressway influences
 traffic to Gary Avenue
Study area boundary 
 extended due to travel     
 changes



The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) process is intended
to help public officials make decisions about proposed improvements

with knowledge of potential environmental consequences and public input.

National Environmental Policy Act
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BIKELANE

TIER ONE 

 IDENTIFY TRANSPORTATION 
SYSTEM ALTERNATIVE(S)

TIER TWO
DETAILED ENGINEERING/ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES
FOR INDIVIDUAL PROJECTS (VARIOUS AGENCIES)

Project A Project CProject B

2007 - 2010

2010 - 2013

The Planning Process – Two Parts 

Tier One Outcomes

Preferred System Concept Plan-

 All Modes

 •Alternatives Evaluation

 •Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)

Financing Strategies

Priorities for Implementation

Basis for Hardship/Protective 
 ROW Acquisition

Advance Projects - $140m Earmark

Tier Two Outcomes

Detailed Phase I Planning - 
 Priority Projects 

 •Design Report, EIS or EA

 •Stakeholder Involvement

Detailed Financial Plan

Project Management Plan

Basis for Contract Plan Preparation 
 and Full ROW Acquisition



Elgin O′Hare - West Bypass 
Purpose and Need

Project Need Technical Analysis Findings Related Stakeholder 
Problem Statement

Improve local and 
regional travel

Roughly 86 percent of the area’s interstates and major arterials are congested, growing to 91 percent 
by 2030.

Congestion on major roads affect secondary roads: 81 percent of minor/collector roads congested by 
2030, and travel delay increasing up to 46 percent.

Congestion on major routes.

Reduced truck/freight mobility.

Improve travel 
efficiency

40 percent of the study area has longest travel times to interstates.

Lack of service interchanges along existing interstates results in poor access and inadequate 
connections with major regional corridors.

System interchanges operate inefficiently because of traffic volumes exceeding capacity, lack of 
movement, inefficient loop style ramps, and short weaving sections.

Freight rail traffic impedes the movement of vehicle traffic in the study area with 120 at-grade 
crossings, and 15 on major routes.

Poor access and connectivity in the study area.

Travel delays caused by at-grade railroad 
crossings.

Travel management strategies are minimally 
applied in the study area.

Improve O’Hare 
West access

Proposed O’Hare West Terminal reliant on high-capacity transportation connections from the 
west (i.e., roadway, rail transit, bus, shuttle) to serve an estimated year 2030 average daily traffic 
of 29,000.

West terminal entrance would have the longest travel times in the study area to interstate connections.

Western access would be required to serve the terminal need while maintaining local route continuity 
and supporting local community economic goals.

Lack of access to O’Hare Airport.

Improve modal 
opportunities 
and connections

Roughly 4 percent of the all trips in the study area are made by transit, increasing to 5 percent 
by 2030.

Ridership is affected by gaps in service, inability to adequately serve the reverse commute or suburb-
to-suburb commutes, lack of system capacity, inadequate bus/shuttle connections to rail transit and 
to employment centers, constrained parking capacity at rail stations, and inadequate pathways for 
pedestrians and bicyclists to transit.

Public transportation is not a realistic choice: 
enhanced service options and improved 
infrastructure are required.

Fragmented pedestrian and bicycle system 
impairs access to transit stations and major 
activity centers.



Transit Features of the Build Alternative
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Bike/Pedestrian Features 
of the Build Alternatives
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2007, 2030 Baseline, 2030 Regional
Transportation Plan and Build Alterative Forecasts
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2030 Average Daily Traffic
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Effects of the 
Build Alternatives
Alternative 203 Alternative 402

Option A Option D Option A Option D
Costs
Total Roadway Cost $3.62B $3.63B $2.79B $2.80B
Transit Cost along the Elgin-O’Hare Extension 
and North Leg of West Bypass**

$430M $430M $250M $250M

Socioeconomic Impacts
Residential Displacements 18 11 18 11

Business Structure Displacements 42 39 38 35

Total Structures Displaced 60 50 56 46

Businesses Displaced 57 34 53 30

Employees Displaced 892 1,203 729 1,040

Tax Revenue Loss $3.08M $4.45M $2.17M $3.54M

Natural Resources
Wetlands (acre)a 38.9 39.1 36.3 36.5

Surface Waters (acre)a 18.2 18.1 15.2 15.1

Floodplain Encroachments (acre) 24.7 24.7 27.2 27.2

Noise
Noise-Sensitive Residential Areas 48 46 44 42

Noise-Sensitive Nonresidential Receptors 31 29 28 26

Potential Cultural and Section 4(f) Resource Impacts
Archaeological Sites 31 31 24 24

Potential Forest Preserve & Local Park 4(f) Impacts (acres) 6.8 5.9 4.0 3.1

Special Waste Sitesb

Special Waste Sites (High/Medium/Low Risk) 232 242 227 237

Alternative 203 Alternative 402
Economic Benefits
Jobs Created (During 3 Year Construction Period) 21,600 16,600

Jobs Created 2030 (More than No-Build) 62,500 48,500

Value of Jobs Created $5B $4B

Improved Travel Performance (PM Peak Period)
Decrease in Congested Vehicle Miles of Travel on 
Secondary Roadways 

15.3% 12.3%

Increase in Network Speeds on Principal Arterials 8.0% 7.0%
Selected Trip Pair Travel Time Savings Northwest 
to O’Hare West 

39% 32%

Increase in Transit Trips 37% 34%

Increase in Trips within 5 Minutes of Interstate 23% 20%

Portion of Study Area with Travel Time Savings of > 5% 54 SQ MI 52 SQ MI
a Impacts to potentially jurisdictional areas, such as stormwater facilities, are included in the totals. Subject to regulatory review, several of the man-made stormwater facilities 

may be exempt from regulation.
b Only 2 properties (same for all alternatives/options) are characterized as high risk.

** Note: Transit cost estimates reflect only initial construction cost of new dedicated transit facility along Elgin-O’Hare extension 
(Schaumburg to West Terminal) and along north leg of West Bypass (I-90 to West Terminal)



What are “Advance Projects?”
 -Smaller stand-alone parts of the overall Build Alternative
 -Meets funding eligibility requirements of federal earmark

Note:
 Funding can also be used for early hardship/protective
 right-of-way acquisition 

Touhy Avenue at UP RR Grade Separation

I-90 at Elmhurst Road

Interchange

Taft Road Extension

Option A
Option D

I-294 to Franklin/Green Ramps; Franklin/Green Widening
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Advance Projects
Under Consideration



Project Timeline

Identify Issues and
Constraints

Environmental
Study and Impact

Analysis

Tier One
Environmental

Impact Statement

Next Steps:

We Are Here

Identification of Preferred Alternative

Development of Final EIS/Record of Decision

Early Tier Two Activities (data collection, surveys)

Evaluation of Potential “Advance Projects”



Right-of-Way

ELGIN O'HARE
WEST BYPASS

communit ies .  opportunit ies .  solut ions.



Court Reporter
and

Spanish Translation

ELGIN O'HARE
WEST BYPASS

communit ies .  opportunit ies .  solut ions.



Project Library

ELGIN O'HARE
WEST BYPASS

communit ies .  opportunit ies .  solut ions.



Tier One Draft
Environmental Impact Statement

for Review

ELGIN O'HARE
WEST BYPASS

communit ies .  opportunit ies .  solut ions.



Comments

ELGIN O'HARE
WEST BYPASS

communit ies .  opportunit ies .  solut ions.



 

 
                      Stations  













X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

3>

2>

1
>

2
>

4
>

<
4

4
>

<
5

2
>

2>

<2

2
>

<
2

1>

2>

2>

2
>

<3

6
>

<
6

2>

<2

2>

3>

3>

3>

1>
<1

1>

<3

3

>

<3

3
>

<2

<
2

2
>

<3

3>

<5

5>

<

5

5>
5>

<

5

2>

<
2

4
>

<4

<
2

3>

<3

<
1

<2

<
3

<
2

5
>

1>

<1

1
>

<
2

2
>

<
1

<4

4>

<
3

2
>

<
4

<
2

<
3

3
>

3
>

<
3

<3

1>

<
2

2>

2
>

1
>

<1

<
3

3>

1

>

1
>

1
>

<
2

2>

<3

<
2

1><
5

<2>

3

>

3

>

<5

2> <1
<2

2>

<2

3>

<

5

5>

2>

<2

<2

2>
1>

<
2

2
>

<
2

2
>

<
2

2
>

<
2

2>
<

2

<3
3>

2>

<2

R
O

H
L

W
IN

G
 R

D

HAMILTON
PKWY

VON BRAUN TRAIL

R

O

O

S

A

 

L

N

W
IL

L
O

W
 S

T

C
L

O
V

E
R

 R
ID

G
E

 L
N

E THEODORE LN

O
A

K
S

 L
N

W

A

L

T

E

R

S

 

L

N

E THEODORE LN

W

A

L

T

E

R

S

 

L

N

E PIERCE RD

E PIERCE RD

N
 P

A
R

K
S

ID
E

 A
V

E

E TALL

N
 M

A
P

L
E

 S
T

THORNDALE AVE

DEVON AVE

ITASCA

ITASCA

PARK BLVD WEST

MEDINAH

PARK BLVD

ELGIN - O’HARE EXPRESSW
AY

FRANZEN

PARK

ITASCA

ITASCA

G
A

R
Y

 A
V

E

R
O

D
E

N
B

U
R

G
 R

D

I LL I N O I S

1 9

S
P

R
IN

G
S

G
U

T
H

 R
D

W
R

IG
H

T
 B

L
V

D

M
IT

C
H

E
L

L
 B

L
V

D

S
 R

O
S

E
L

L
E

 R
D

N
 R

O
S

E
L

L
E

 R
D

P
L

U
M

 G
R

O
V

E
 R

D

ELGIN - O’HARE EXPRESSWAY

W
 LA

K
E STREET \ U

.S. RTE 20

S
P

R
I
N

G
 R

D

W

 

W

I

S

E

 

R

D

W

 

W

I

S

E

 

R

D

E

 

N

E

R

G

E

 

R

D

M
E

D
IN

A
H

 R
D

B

I

E

S

T

E

R

F

I

E

L

D

 

R

D

I NT ERSTATE

290

I L L I N O I S

5 3

I LL I N O I S

5 3

2 0

I L L I N O I S

1 9

I LL I N O I S

1 9

W THORNDALE AVE

MILLERS  CROSSING

W IRVING PARK RD \ IL ROUTE 19

N
 A

R
L

IN
G

T
O

N
H

E
IG

H
T

S
 R

D

W
 IRVING PARK RD \ IL ROUTE 19

ROSELLE

X X

3>

PRELIMINARY

LEGEND

INTERSTATE AND RAMPS

ARTERIAL OR LOCAL STREETS

RETAINING WALL

BRIDGE

TUNNEL

NUMBER OF LANES AND DIRECTION

ROADWAY REMOVAL

BUS RAPID TRANSIT OR RAIL TRANSIT

$ OR I-PASS TOLL BOOTHS

PRELIMINARY ESTIMATED FOOTPRINT

NOTE:

BIKE / PEDESTRAIN TRAILS AND 

CROSSINGS TO BE ACCOMMODATED 

WHERE APPROPRIATE WITHIN

IMPROVEMENT LIMITS.

= gspiveUSER NAME

FILE NAME = $FILEL$

$SCALE$

$DATE$

=

=PLOT DATE

PLOT SCALE 0

FEET

400 800 1200 1600 2000

JULY 2009

APPENDIX N-1

ELGIN - O’HARE WIDENING PLAN

(ALT. 203, 402)

N-1

EO-1

N-1

EO-2

CONCEPTUAL CROSS SECTION

N-1

EO-2
N-1

CONCEPTUAL CROSS SECTION EO-1





Thank you for attending the
Elgin O'Hare - West Bypass

Public Hearing

ELGIN O'HARE
WEST BYPASS

communit ies .  opportunit ies .  solut ions.



I. Intro 

Since beginning the Elgin O’Hare West Bypass study in the fall of 2007, IDOT has been 
working with stakeholders to define the transportation issues, and potential transportation 
solutions for a 125 square mile area, generally bordered by Interstate-90 on the north, the 
terminus of the Elgin O’Hare Expressway on the west, Interstate 290 on the south, and 
Interstate 294 on the east.   The study area includes portions of Cook and DuPage 
Counties, and 27 communities.  It is a densely developed mix of residential, commercial, 
and industrial land uses. The area is also a major transportation hub, housing O’Hare 
International Airport, major rail facilities, multiple interstate highways, and numerous transit 
facilities.    

The study, known as the “Elgin O’Hare – West Bypass Project” is being advanced in two 
parts (or tiers) with the following objectives: 

 Tier One-  identify the preferred multi-modal transportation concept for the study area  
 Tier Two – develop detailed engineering and environmental studies for individual 
elements of the preferred concept plan 

 

The purpose of this hearing is to seek comment on Draft Environmental Impact 
Statement findings and the finalist alternatives.  Stakeholder input is a central part of the 
study process, which is being advanced in compliance with IDOT’s Context Sensitive 
Solutions (or CSS) policy, which encourages frequent and meaningful opportunities 
for input.   

Project stakeholders have played a key role in the project since the outset.  Their input 
helped us identify problems in the study area, which along with technical analyses served as 
the foundation for our project Purpose and Need.  Major transportation needs in the study 
area are:   

 Improve local and regional travel 
 Improve travel efficiency 
 Improve west access to O’Hare 
 Improve modal opportunities and connections 

With the needs identified, the team began to develop multi-modal transportation solutions to 
address the problems.  From an initial set of 15 roadway alternatives, IDOT – with input from 
the stakeholders –narrowed the range to ten then seven then two roadway alternatives.  
The two roadway alternatives that remain under consideration include Alternative 203 
and Alternative 402.  Alternative 203 features and improved Elgin-O’Hare Expressway 
between Gary Avenue and I-290, an extension of the Elgin O’Hare expressway east to 
the proposed West Terminal at O’Hare, and a West Bypass connecting I-90 and I-294 
west of O’Hare.  Alternative 402 is identical to 203 with the exception of the north leg 
of the West Bypass, where it instead features an improved York Road.  For both 
alternatives, two options remain under consideration in the south section:  Option A 
located in Bensenville and Option D located in Franklin Park. 

At the same time, companion transit improvements, spanning 20 corridors, as well as 
various bike and pedestrian improvements were considered and identified.    All 
alternatives are conceptual and subject to additional study and design in Tier 2.   

 



II. Build Alternatives Features 

 

Both roadway alternatives feature additional lanes along the existing Elgin O’Hare 
expressway, between Gary Avenue and Meacham Road with improvements to five existing 
interchanges:  Springinsguth Road, Illinois 19, Wright Boulevard, Roselle Road and 
Meahcham Road.  The Build alternatives both include extending the Elgin-O’Hare as 
an access-controlled facility (which means access to the road via interchanges only) 
eastward to York Road  The Elgin O’Hare extension would include new interchange at 
Rohlwing Road and an expanded full access interchange with I-290.     
  
New interchanges would be provided along the Elgin O'Hare extension at Park 
Boulevard and Arlington Heights Road   in Itasca   .  At the border of Itasca and Wood 
Dale an interchange would be provided at Prospect Avenue.   Proceeding east, an 
interchange would be constructed at Wood Dale Road, and another at Illinois 
83.     Finally, a new interchange would connect the Elgin O’Hare extension to the 
proposed west bypass, and would also provide access to the proposed West 
Terminal at O’Hare.   
 
The south leg of the O’Hare West Bypass would also be a new access-controlled roadway 
that would be adjacent to the west side of O’Hare.  Along the south leg interchanges would 
be provided at Illinois 19, and at Franklin Avenue (also called Green Street). Two options 
remain under consideration for the south leg of the bypass to connect to I-294.  Option A 
follows the west side of County Line Road in Bensenville, while option D follows the east 
side of the Union Pacific Railroad tracks in Franklin Park.   

On the north leg of the O’Hare West Bypass, alternative 203 includes an access-controlled 
roadway continuing along the west side of O’Hare and the Union Pacific-Canadian Pacific 
railroad tracks to I-90.  Along the bypass, interchange access is proposed at Devon 
Avenue and at Higgins Road.  At the north end of the bypass, a full interchange is 
proposed at I-90 and the existing partial interchange at Elmhurst Road and I-90 would 
be converted to a full interchange.   

Alternative 402 does not include the north leg of the bypass and instead features widening 
York Road (also called Elmhurst Road) to complete the northern connection with a full 
interchange at I-90 with movements in all directions. 

Both roadway alternatives also feature supporting capacity improvements to various existing 
roadways. The detailed engineering aspects of the preferred alternative will be fully 
developed and refined in Tier Two. 

A companion set of transit improvements have been incorporated into the Build Alternatives.  
The improvements include a combination of new dedicated service such as commuter rail or 
bus rapid transit lines, upgrades of bus service to high level express routes, and local 
circulators and shuttles.  The plan consists of 12 new transit corridors totaling 226 miles, 4 
upgraded existing transit corridors totaling 71 miles, 4 intermodal transfer facilities, and 14 
parking facilities.  Some of the key features include: 

 extensive local circulator bus routes in the west portion of the study area 
 J-line rail or Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) service along Illinois 83 continuing along I-88 
 York Road shuttle service 
 and arterial rapid transit service along Mannheim and Golf Road.   



One of the most substantial elements of the transit plan is fixed route transit service (rail or 
BRT) along the Elgin O’Hare corridor.  The service would be provided along the Elgin 
O’Hare median.  There would be proposed stations at:  

 Gary Avenue 
 Roselle Road,  
 Near Rohlwing Road  
 Arlington Heights Road, 
 Near Lively Boulevard  
 and at the west side of O’Hare International Airport 

 
A new intermodal facility is proposed at the O'Hare West Terminal and would accommodate 
a variety of modes including bus, trains and automobile access that would connect to the 
New West Terminal and other transit modes through an extension of the O'Hare People 
Mover service.  
 
A common set of improvements to regional and local trail systems has been developed, with 
the objective of filling gaps and providing linkages to community activity centers. The 
proposed plan includes 8 new miles of regional trails, 15 miles of new community trails, and 
8 new bicycle and pedestrian crossings.    Major features of the plan include north-south 
improvements in the Salt Creek area, and an east-west route along the Elgin-O’Hare 
corridor.    

As presented in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (or EIS), which describes 
both the impacts and benefits of the alternatives, both Build Alternatives will provide 
measurable improvements to travel in and through the study area in terms of improving 
regional travel, reducing congestion on secondary roads, improving access to freeway 
connections, and improving multi-modal travel options.   
Some of the key areas of improvement include local travel where there is a 15% decrease in 
congested miles of travel on secondary roadways during the evening rush hour with 
Alternative 203, as compared to a 12% improvement with Alternative 402. Also, 50% more 
trips will be within five minutes of an interstate with Alternative 203, and 41% with Alternative 
203.   Transit ridership also increases dramatically under either alternative:  With Alternative 
203 there is a 37% increase in transit trips as compared to 34% with Alternative 402.   

The build alternatives have impacts associated with them as well.  In terms of the 
natural environment, there are impacts to wetlands: approximately 39 acres for 
Alternative 203 and approximately 36 acres for Alternative 402, as well as impacts to 
parklands: up to 7 acres for Alternative 203, and  up to 4 acres for Alternative 402.  In 
addition, homes and businesses would be displaced, as many as 60 structures with 
Alternative 203, or up to 56 structures for Alternative 402.  Finally there are 
construction, land acquisition, and engineering costs for each Alternative.  
Alternative 203 roadway improvements are estimated to cost $3.6 billion, while 
Alternative 402 would cost $2.8 billion.   

The build alternatives are also expected to improve the local and regional economies. 
During construction of the project, short term jobs would be created not only in the 
transportation construction industry, but also in service sectors supporting 
construction workers. 

The construction of Alternative 203 creates 21,600 additional jobs and $5 billion added to 
the economy, while Alternative 402 results in 16,600 additional jobs created and $4 billion 
added to the economy.  After construction, the alternatives are also expected to create 



long term jobs due to the improved access to the area.  By the year 2030, alternative 
203 would create about 60,000 jobs, and alternative 402 would create about 50,000 
jobs.  

With the Elgin O’Hare West Bypass project now defining a comprehensive multi-modal 
transportation system improvement plan for the area, the stage is now set for communities 
to move forward with planning efforts to enhance existing land uses or create new uses 
through redevelopment   
 
 
III. Closing 

a. Next Steps 

The comment period for the Tier One Draft EIS and Public Hearing will end on 
October 26, 2009.  As we work toward completing Tier 1 of our study, our primary goal will 
be to carefully consider the input we receive, along with the results of our technical analysis, 
to identify the Preferred Alternative. The preferred alternative will be summarized in the Final 
Environmental Impact Statement, and a decision document called a Record of Decision will 
be issued in 2010.   

We appreciate your attendance at the Public Hearing and continued interest in the Elgin 
O’Hare- West Bypass project.  We hope you stay involved in the project as we complete Tier 
1 and identify the preferred alternative.   You can always find current project information by 
visiting our website at www.elginohare-westbypass.org. 

 

http://www.elginohare-westbypass.org/
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Associated Press

Illinois Gov. Pat Quinn has
defended sometimes using
his private BlackBerry for state
business by saying he also car-
ries a government cell phone.
Records, however, show that
phonemostly gathers dust.
The state cell phone logged

three minutes of use in May,
zero minutes in April and 29
minutes in February, Quinn’s
first month as governor after
lawmakers ousted Gov. Rod
Blagojevich from office,
according to state phone
bills.
“I use both, you know, I

mean people call me, differ-
ent people call me, different
things,”Quinnsaidinresponse
to questions byTheAssociated
Press after a recent event.
When the Democratic gov-

ernor uses his private phone
for official calls, he doesn’t
have to disclose his activities
under the Freedom of Infor-
mation Act like he does with a
state phone.
Bills for the government cell

phone, which is assigned to
Quinn’s old lieutenant gov-
ernor’s office, list the phone
numbersof incomingandout-
going calls. Quinn has refused

to release phone records for
his private BlackBerry.
Quinn has made govern-

ment transparency a man-
tle of his administration,
recently signing legislation to
strengthen the state’s pub-
lic records laws in the wake of
Blagojevich’sDecember arrest
on federal corruption charges.
Blagojevich has pleaded not
guilty to charges that he tried
to sell or trade President
Barack Obama’s former U.S.
Senate seat.
Watchdog groups say it’s

worrisome for Quinn to do
any state business on a private

phone.
The governor insists his pri-

vatephone is forprivatephone
calls, but he acknowledged
through spokesman Bob Reed
that he “occasionally” uses it
for state business.
Typically, that’s when

someone in state government
calls him on his private phone
and he takes the call, Reed
explained in an e-mail after
talking toQuinn.
“Some people may call

me ... but when you receive
a call you don’t always know
who’s on the other end of the
phone,”Quinn said recently.

Quinn has said he doesn’t
use his private Black-
Berry to send e-mail to state
employees.
Some government watch-

dogs say Quinn should use a
state phone for official calls
and could call people back
on his government cell phone
when they call his private
BlackBerry to talk about state
business.
“If the governor is doing

state business then the peo-
ple ought to be able to see that
and if he’s doing it in a way
that people can’t see then he
ought to do it in the way that’s

transparent,” said David Mor-
rison, deputy director of the
Illinois Campaign for Political
Reform.
Quinn considers his state

phone a “backup” for emer-
gencies so he can be easily
reached by public safety agen-
cies and others in government
who might need him, Reed
said.
That phone got themost use

in March, when it logged 60
minutes of airtime, according
to state records.
Records were available

only through the June phone
bill.

Records: Quinn rarely uses state cell phone

A stretch of Chicago’s Mag-
nificent Mile is closed as talk
show host OprahWinfrey pre-
pares for a free public party to
kick off the 24th season of her
show.
Chicago officials closed

three blocks of Michigan Ave-
nue starting at 12:01 a.m. yes-
terday through5a.m.Wednes-
day. Sidewalkswill be open.
General admission to the

taping begins at 12 p.m. today
on a first-come, first-serve
basis and will close when the
event reaches capacity.
Officials are expecting thou-

sands of people to attend.
A stage will be erected at

the base of the Michigan
Avenue bridge over the Chi-
cago River and extend north
with two blocks of audience
members.
The Black Eyed Peas and

Jennifer Hudson are among
the artists scheduled to
perform.

Oprah’s
free party
is today

Six counties in 60 seconds
Marchers demand rights:

Marchers frustrated by the
lack of national immigra-
tion reform legislation took
to the streets of Chicago and
surrounding communities.
Organizers say about 4,000
demonstratorsmarched in
downtownChicagoMonday
morning.They left fromUnion
Park on the city’sWest Side
and ended in Federal Plaza
for a rally.Marchers say they
feel betrayed by President
BarackObama,who they say
promised immigration reform
would comewithin the first
100 days of his administration.
In suburbanGlen Ellyn,mem-
bers of Immigrant Solidar-
ityDuPage also held a rally.
Chicago traditionally had the
highest attendance for immi-
grants rightsmarches around
the country, generally held
onMay 1. In 2006,more than
400,000marchers participated
inChicago.

Brown-bags back:

Openquestion and answer
sessionswith Elgin Area
SchoolDistrict U-46 Superin-
tendent Jose Torreswill start

up soon.Thefirst will be at 6
p.m. Sept. 10 at the ElginHigh
School Library, 1200Maroon
Drive, Elgin. In addition to
nighttimemeetings, once-
a-month noon “brownbag
lunches” are open to com-
munitymembers. For the full
schedule, check out the dis-
trict’sWeb site, www.u-46.org.

Golf for Special Olympics:

More than 250 golferswill hit
the links at the 18th annual
Larry Roesch/NEDSRAGolf
Classic at 9 a.m. Friday at

Bensenville ParkDistrict’s
White PinesGolf Club.The
golferswill be joined on the
course by theNortheast
DuPage Special Recreation
Association’s Special Olym-
pics andAdaptiveGolf Team.
All of NEDSRA’s sports teams
andprograms benefit from
the proceeds generated by this
event. Last year, golfers raised
$80,000 forNEDSRApro-
grams for children and adults
with special needs. For details,
contact (630) 620-4500 or ned-
sra.org.

Cinderella needs clothes:

Cinderella’sCloset, an event
sponsored each year by the
Junior LeagueofKane and
DuPage counties to provide
financially challenged young
womenwithpromoutfits, is
holding aDress andAcces-
soryDrive. Promdresses, jew-
elry, eveningwraps, purses,
hair accessories and formal
shoesmaybedroppedoff
betweenMonday andOct. 9
at the following locations: First
CentennialMortgage, 2471
W. SullivanRoad,Aurora;
ElburnTownandCountry
Public Library, 320E.North
St., Elburn; IndianBoundary
YMCA, 711 59th St.,Down-
ersGrove;DWS, 321 James St.,
Geneva; and threeNaperville
locations—NorthernTrust,
401 S.Main St., Fry YMCA,
2120W. 95th St. andSt. Eliza-
beth SetonCatholicChurch,
2220LissonRoad.Cinderella’s
Closet is held inApril, when
the youngwomenare given an
opportunity to shop for aprom
dress andaccessories free of
charge. For details, see jlkd.org
or e-mail CinderellasCloset@
jlkd.org.

By Justin Kmitch
jkmitch@dailyherald.com

A husband and wife from
Schaumburg have died as a
result of an accident Monday
in Palatine.
CookCountySheriff spokes-

woman Lisa Gordon said the
unnamed couple was travel-
ing south on North Quentin
Road near West Dundee Road
just before noon when their
motorcycle was struck by a car
pulling out of a gas station.
The driver of the car and the

driver and passenger on the
motorcycle were all taken to
Advocate Lutheran General
Hospital in Park Ridge. The
driver of the car was treated
and released.
The 65-year-old man driv-

ing the motorcycle was pro-
nounced dead at 2:26 p.m. at
Advocate Lutheran General
Hospital and the woman, 54,
was pronounced dead at the
samehospital at 3:46 p.m.
The victims’ identities are

beingwithhelduntil their fam-
ily is notified.The driver of the
car is not being identified and
has not been charged.

Two dead after
Palatine accident

P A U L V A L A D E / pvalade@dailyherald.com

Parking lot bucket fishing for prizes was one of events at Bass
Pro Shops’ “Last Great Cookout of the Season” on Monday in
Gurnee. The event at Gurnee Mills included fishing, games,
archery and crafts for kids.

Public Hearing
The Illinois Departments of Transportation, in cooperation with other agencies, elected officials, and stakeholders
have examined improvement options for and area bounded roughly by I-290 on the south, I-90 and the north, I-294
on the east, and the existing Elgin O’Hare Expressway to the west. The Public Hearing is scheduled to: explain the
major findings of the study, introduce the two finalist build alternatives, present the Tier One Draft Environmental
Impact Statement (DEIS), and encourage public comment. The hearing will include:
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• A summary of the alternatives that were considered;
• Roadway and transit alternatives still under consideration;
• Potential impacts, benefits and costs of the alternatives;
• Opportunities for public comment.

The meeting will be an open-house format that you can attend at any time between 4 p.m. and 8 p.m. For more
information, please visit our web site at www.elginohare-westbypass.org.

This meeting will be accessible to handicapped individuals. Anyone needing special assistance should contact
Ron Krall at (847)705-4103. Persons planning to attend who will need a sign language interpreter or other similar
accommodations should notify the Department’s TTY/TDD number (800)526-0844/or 711; TTY Users (Spanish)
(800)501-0864/711; and for Telebraille dial (877)526-6670 at least 5 days prior to the meeting.
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Associated Press

LONDON — British Prime
Minister Gordon Brown
offered a posthumous apol-
ogy Friday for the “inhumane”
treatment of Alan Turing, the
WorldWar II codebreaker who
committedsuicide in1954after
beingprosecuted forhomosex-
uality and forcibly treated with
femalehormones.
The mathematician helped

crack Nazi Germany’s Enigma
encryptionmachine— a turn-
ing point in the war — and is
considered a father of modern
computing.
In 1952, however, Tur-

ing was convicted of gross

indecency for having sex with
a man and offered a choice
between prison and “chemi-
cal castration”— the injection
of female hormones to sup-
press his libido. His security
clearance was revoked and he
was no longer allowed to work
for the government.
Two years later, he killed

himself at age 41 by eating an
apple lacedwith cyanide.
As Britain marks the 70th

anniversary of the Septem-
ber 1939 start of the war —
remembered as its “finest
hour” — Brown said Turing
“deserved so much better”
than the treatmenthe received
frompostwar society.
“It is no exaggeration to say

that without his outstanding
contribution, the history of
World War II could well have
been very different,” Brown
said. “He truly was one of
those individuals we can point
to whose unique contribution
helped to turn the tide ofwar.”
Brown said Turing was “in

effect, tried for being gay.”
Homosexuality was illegal in
Britain until 1967.
“The debt of gratitude he

is owed makes it all the more
horrifying, therefore, that he
was treated so inhumanely,”
Brown said. “We’re sorry, you
deserved somuchbetter.”

An apology, 55 years late
WWII hero was
persecuted for
having gay affair

A S S O C I A T E D P R E S S

This is the four-rotor Enigma
machine, once used by the
German U-boat crews, that
Alan Turing cracked.

Associated Press

NEW HAVEN, Conn. —
Investigators searching for a
Yale University graduate stu-
dent who disappeared days
before her wedding were
reviewing security-camera
footage, checking building
blueprints and examining her
computer, a Yale spokesman
said Friday.
More than 100 local, state

and federal law enforcement
personnel were involved in
the investigation into Tues-
day’s disappearance of Annie
Le, said Yale spokesman Tom
Conroy.
Investigatorswerereviewing

footage from some 75 cam-
eras on and around the build-
ing where Le was last spotted,
Conroy said. So far, they have
not seen footage of her leaving
the building, he said.

“They are
going frame
by frame, look-
ing at every
image,” Con-
roy said.
They exam-

inedblueprints
of the building
to make sure
no places were

missed in their search, Conroy
said. Investigators also were
conducting interviews and
examining Le’s e-mails and
her computer, Conroy said.
There continues to be no

evidence of foul play, Conroy
said.
Le, a 24-year-old doctoral

student in pharmacology orig-
inally from Placerville, Calif.,
was last seen Tuesday at her
laboratory in the Yale Medical
School complex.

Police examine missing
Yale student’s computer

Annie Le

Associated Press

BANGKOK — Sophisti-
cated computer scans of fos-
sils have helped solve a mys-
tery over the nature of a giant,
ancient raptor known as the
Haast’s eagle which became
extinct about 500 years ago,
researchers said Friday.
The researchers say they

have determined that the
eagle — which lived in the
mountains of New Zea-
land and weighed about 40
pounds—was a predator and
not amere scavenger asmany
thought.
Much larger than modern

eagles, Haast’s eagle would
have swooped to prey on
flightless birds — and pos-
sibly even the rare unlucky
human.

Ken Ashwell of the Univer-
sity of New South Wales in
Australia and Paul Scofield
of the Canterbury Museum
in New Zealand wrote their
conclusions in the peer-
reviewed Journal of Verte-
brate Paleontology.
Using computed axial

tomography, or CAT, the
researchers scanned several
skulls, a pelvis and a beak in
an effort to reconstruct the
size of the bird’s brain, eyes,
ears and spinal cord.
They compared their data

on the Haast’s eagle to char-
acteristics of modern preda-
tor birds and scavenger birds
to determine that the bird
was a fearsome predator that
ate the flightless moa birds
and even humans.

Extinct eagle may
have eaten humans

Associated Press

TEHRAN, Iran — Iran’s
Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei warned the coun-
try’s reformist opposition on
Friday it would face a “harsh
response” for confronting the
Islamic establishment.
Khamenei’s tough warning,

in a nationally televised Fri-
day prayer sermon, comes as
security forces have hiked up
pressure on the opposition’s
leaders, launching a series of
raids that detained several of
their topaides. In separate ser-
mons, several hard-line clerics
Friday repeated calls for the
top opposition chiefs them-
selves to be arrested.
It was the second time that

Khamenei has delivered Teh-
ran’s main sermon — a pow-
erfulpoliticalplatform—since
the disputed June 12 presi-
dential election that sparked
Iran’s worst political turmoil
in decades. The opposition
claims President Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad won the elec-
tion by fraud and that the true
winner was pro-reform candi-
dateMirHosseinMousavi.
In his sermon Friday,

Khamenei said peaceful dif-
ferences and criticism of offi-
cials would be tolerated. But,
he said, “confronting the sys-
tem and drawing a sword
against the system will bring a
harsh response.”
He also directly warned

against protests on “Quds
Day” — an annual event on
Sept.18,whenthegovernment
organizes rallies in support of
the Palestinians and against
Israel. Some opposition activ-
ists have called for new anti-
government protests on Quds
Day — referring to the Arabic
word for Jerusalem.

Khamenei
warns of
another
crackdown
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• A summary of the transportation needs;
• A summary of the alternatives that were considered;
• Roadway and transit alternatives still under consideration;
• Potential impacts, benefits and costs of the alternatives;
• Opportunities for public comment.
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• Simmons • Vaughn • Kincade • Klaussner
• ChromCraft Bassett • Pulaski • Stanley
• American • Lazy Boy • Wesley Allen • Berkline
Drew Lea • Peters • Lane

• Lexington • Paliser Ravington • Lane Action
• Rowe • Zocalo

SAVE $5,000 TO $10,000 ON AN ENTIRE HOUSEHOLD OF FURNITURE

we are the lowest Priced Furniture
store in the state of illinois!

we will Beat any Department store
or Bedding store Price!

We Specialize in Berkline Power and Wallaway Recline Groups

We Specialize In Visco Elastic Memory Foam Mattress Sets For People With Bad Backs

We Are the
Lowest Priced

Furniture Store In
the State of
Illinois

WE WILL
BEAT ANY
PRICE!

0% Financing

Top Quality Name Brands at Super Discounts

Have It Your Way!
Sectionals To Fit Everybody’s Needs,

Custom Orders - Many Fabrics To Choose From

BONUS
SIMMONS FIRM

QUEEN
SETS

$189*

BONUS SIMMONS
PILLOWTOP

QUEEN
SETS

$219*

√ Not combined w/ any other offers. With purchase of 5 piece complete Bedroom Set.

Leather or Micro Fiber Sectionals Available
- Custom Sizes -

100% Microfiber
Sofa & Loveseat

$629
Sold Elsewhere for $999

Visit our 20,000 sq. Ft. Warehouse and our
Website at WWW.marjenFurniture.com

Same Owner Same
Location 54 Years

8121 N. Milwaukee ♦Niles

847-966-1088

Bring in this ad for
$100 OFF√

on any
3 piece or larger Berkline,

Palliser, Klaussner or Stratford

Customize Configurations Available
More than 15 Fabrics
Regularly $2,499

NOW
$1,199 Made in

**With furniture purchase - see store for details.

108”

107.25”

62”
17 12 13

62

4 Pieces
1-L.F. chaise
1-armLess seat
1-corner seat
1-r.F. recLiner

*With purchase of complete 5 pc bedroom set.

Experienced Part Time Sales Help Needed.
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andairstrikesSaturdaytorepel
the attackers, inflicting “heavy
enemy casualties,” according
to a NATO statement. Fighting
persisted in the area Sunday,
U.S. andAfghanofficials said.
TheTaliban claimed respon-

sibility for the attack. NATO
spokesman Brig. Gen. Eric
Tremblay said the assailants
included a mix of “tribal mili-
tias,” Taliban and fighters loyal
to Sirajudin Haqqani, an al-
Qaida-linked militant based in
sanctuaries in the areas of Pak-
istannear theAfghanborder.
Afghan authorities said the

hostile force included fight-
ers who had been driven out of
the Swat Valley of neighboring
Pakistan after a Pakistani mili-
taryoffensive there last spring.
“This was a complex attack

in a difficult area,” U.S. Col.
Randy George, the area com-
mander, said in a statement.
“Both the U.S. and Afghan sol-
diers foughtbravely together.”
Meanwhile, a top U.S.

commander’s public plea for
more troops in Afghanistan
prompted a mild rebuke Sun-
day from the White House
national security adviser, as
the administration heads into
a second week of intensive
negotiations over its evolving
Afghan strategy.
Retired Gen. James Jones

said that decisions onhowbest
to stabilize Afghanistan and
beat back the insurgency must
extend beyond troop levels to
development and governance.
And the request byMcChrystal
for up to 40,000 more troops is
just one of three key elements
advisers must consider as they
meet this week to plot the way

ahead.
He added that it is “bet-

ter for military advice to come
up through the chain of com-
mand,” rather than off a public
stage, referring toMcChrystal’s
speech in London last week
making a case formore troops.
But Jones also beat back sug-
gestions the open campaign
could jeopardize the general’s
job.
McChrystal “is in it for the

long haul,” Jones said. “I don’t
think this is an issue.”
Jones comments came amid

growing government fissures
over whether to send thou-
sands of additional forces to
thefight,

Obama’s senior advisers are
set to meet twice this week to
debate the Afghan strategy,
juggling political pressure from
the left to scale back combat
troops with arguments from
military leaders, including
Adm. Mike Mullen, chairman
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, that
additional forces are needed to
secure the country and enable

government and economic
development advancements.
Jones said Afghanistan is not

in imminent danger of falling
to the Taliban, and he down-
playedfearsthattheinsurgency
could set up a renewed sanc-
tuary for al-Qaida. McChrys-
tal has said that insurgents are
gaining ground and the U.S. is
indangerof failingunlessmore

forces are sent to thefight.
“I don’t foresee the return of

the Taliban. Afghanistan is not
in imminent danger of falling,”
Jones said. “The al-Qaida pres-
ence is very diminished. The
maximumestimate is less than
100 operating in the country,
no bases, no ability to launch
attacks on either us or our
allies.”

Afghan: Losses heighten debate in Washington
Continued from Page 1

Check Out
unpluggedfurniture.com
for 100% American
made hardwood

furniture at

20–30% off
Order by October 12

for guranteed
Christmas delivery

Karpet Keepers
Carpet Cleaning

/$6995*
*144 S.F. per room

847-931-4025

2 rms

C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S
TO

Loyola University
Health System

on Earning Magnet Designation
The Highest Honor for Nursing Excellence

www.LoyolaMedicine.org

This elite designation indicates that Loyola
University Health System provides the

highest quality of care for patients, both
in the hospital and in the outpatient clinics.

DuPage PADS

To End Homelessness

2 0 0 9
T H A N K Y O U !

Premier Event Sponsor

Gold Sponsor

Silver Sponsor

Bronze Sponsor

The Schulte Group, Financial Advisors, at Morgan Stanley Smith Barney

Josh and Cindy Gerry
Jim and Kathy Schlesser
Spraying Systems Co.

Adventist Glen Oaks Hospital, Advocate Good Samaritan, Central DuPage Hospital, Cronin Family
Sponsorship, DynaCom Management, Esser Hayes Insurance, Morgan Stanley Smith Barney-Naperville,

and Naperville Running Company

Absolute Healthcare Chiropractic-Glen Ellyn, Athletico-Wheaton, Chicago Athlete Magazine-Chicago, Chiro One Wellness Centers,
Coldwell Banker-Glen Ellyn, Culligan Water Treatment-Wheaton, Dick’s Sporting Goods, First State Bank-Wheaton,

Gino’s East Pizza-Wheaton, HealthSource-Villa Park, Kellogg Company-Oak Brook, Korwitts Chiropractic-Downers Grove,
Mind Body Healthcare-Oak Brook, National University Health Services-Aurora, Painters USA-Wheaton, Radiance Medspa-Wheaton,

Serenity Lounge-Willowbrook, Trader Joe’s-Naperville-Wrigley-Chicago

THANKS TO ALL OF OUR DEDICATED VOLUNTEERS, RUNNERS AND WALKERS!!
See you in 2010

The meeting will be an open-house format that you can attend at
any time between 4 p.m. and 8 p.m. For more information,
please visit our web site at www.elginohare-westbypass.org.

This meeting will be accessible to handicapped individuals.
Anyone needing special assistance should contact Ron Krall at
(847)705-4103. Persons planning to attend who will need a sign
language interpreter or other similar accommodations should
notify the Department’s TTY/TDD number (800)526-0844/or 711;
TTY Users (Spanish) (800)501-0864/711; and for Telebraille dial
(877)526-6670 at least 5 days prior to the meeting.

October 8, 2009
4:00 – 8:00 p.m.
Belvedere Banquets
1170 W. Devon Avenue
Elk Grove Village, Illinois

The Illinois Departments of Transportation, in cooperation with
other agencies, elected officials, and stakeholders have
examined improvement options for and area bounded roughly by
I-290 on the south, I-90 and the north, I-294 on the east, and the
existing Elgin O’Hare Expressway to the west. The Public
Hearing is scheduled to: explain the major findings of the study,
introduce the two finalist build alternatives, present the Tier One
Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS), and encourage
public comment. The hearing will include:
• A summary of the transportation needs;
• A summary of the alternatives that were considered;
• Roadway and transit alternatives still under consideration;
• Potential impacts, benefits and costs of the alternatives;
• Opportunities for public comment.

PUBLIC HEARING

N

paid advertisement

“Fibromyalgia...
Maybe, Maybe Not”

A free fibromyalgia report is available by mail that talks
about common fibromyalgia complaints and symptoms as
well as possible treatment alternatives. To receive your
copy of this report for free, call the toll free, 24 hour
recorded message at 1-800-716-0548 or go to

www.helpfibropain.com
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