hot-mix asphalt – plant tests – truck bed release agents

Effective:  January 1, 2008

Revise the table in Article 1030.05(d)(2)a. of the Standard Specifications to read:

	“Parameter
	Frequency of Tests

High ESAL Mixture

Low ESAL Mixture
	Frequency of Tests

All Other Mixtures
	Test Method

See Manual of Test Procedures for Materials

	Aggregate Gradation

Hot bins for batch and continuous plants.

Individual cold-feed or combined belt-feed for drier drum plants.

% passing sieves:

1/2 in. (12.5 mm), 

No. 4 (4.75 mm), 

No. 8 (2.36 mm), 

No. 30 (600 (m) 

No. 200 (75 (m)

Note 1.
	1 dry gradation per day of production (either morning or afternoon sample).

and

1 washed ignition oven test on the mix per day of production (conduct in the afternoon if dry gradation is conducted in the morning or vice versa).

Note 3.

Note 4.
	1 gradation per day of production.

The first day of production shall be a washed ignition oven test on the mix.  Thereafter, the testing shall alternate between dry gradation and washed ignition oven test on the mix.

Note 4.
	Illinois Procedure 

	Asphalt Binder Content by Ignition Oven

Note 2.
	1 per half day of production
	1 per day
	Illinois-Modified AASHTO T 308



	Air Voids

Bulk Specific Gravity

of Gyratory Sample 


	Day’s production ≥ 1200 tons:

1 per half day of production


	1 per day


	Illinois-Modified AASHTO T 312 



	
	Day’s production < 1200 tons:

1 per half day of production for first 
2 days and 1 per day thereafter (first sample of the day)
	
	

	Maximum Specific Gravity of Mixture


	Day’s production ≥ 1200 tons:

1 per half day of production


	1 per day
	Illinois-Modified AASHTO T 209”

	
	Day’s production < 1200 tons:

1 per half day of production for first 
2 days and 1 per day thereafter (first sample of the day)
	
	


Revise Article 1030.08 of the Standard Specifications to read:

“
1030.08
Transportation.  Vehicles used in transporting HMA shall have clean and tight beds.  The beds shall be sprayed with asphalt release agents from the Department’s approved list.  In lieu of a release agent, the Contractor may use a light spray of water with a light scatter of manufactured sand (FA 20 or FA 21) evenly distributed over the bed of the vehicle.  After spraying, the bed of the vehicle shall be in a completely raised position and it shall remain in this position until all excess asphalt release agent or water has been drained.
When the air temperature is below 60 ºF (15 ºC), the bed, including the end, endgate, sides and bottom shall be insulated with fiberboard, plywood or other approved insulating material and shall have a thickness of not less than 3/4 in (20 mm).  When the insulation is placed inside the bed, the insulation shall be covered with sheet steel approved by the Engineer.  Each vehicle shall be equipped with a cover of canvas or other suitable material meeting the approval of the Engineer which shall be used if any one of the following conditions is present.

(a)
Ambient air temperature is below 60 ºF (15 ºC).

(b)
The weather is inclement.

(c)
The temperature of the HMA immediately behind the paver screed is below 250 ºF (120 ºC).

The cover shall extend down over the sides and ends of the bed for a distance of approximately 12 in. (300 mm) and shall be fastened securely.  The covering shall be rolled back before the load is dumped into the finishing machine.”
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